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Welcome and Minister’s Message  
 
Welcome to the Spring 2022 edition of Jubilation.  This newsletter has been a long time 

coming, so we are looking back at all that has been happening since the last edition in May 

2021.  There had been hopes that we could resume in-person Sunday worship services 

and other church activities in 2021: in September and then in Advent, but that was not to 

be.  So, it was not until March 13th of 2022 that we were finally able to join together in 

person, with the option to continue to worship via Zoom.  A big thank you to Andrew Burge 

for his technical expertise in keeping us in touch for 2 full years.   

This spot in the newsletter has been the place where we had a message from our Lead 

Minister.   However….   our minister, Rev. Graham Brownmiller, had emergency spinal 

surgery on March 18th at Royal Columbian Hospital.   His recovery is going to be lengthy 

and he is on medical leave (which we hope will not be longer than 6 months).   

During this time, we have welcomed a Supply Minister.  Rev. Stevan Mirkovich’s first 

Sunday with us was on April 3rd.  He will be leading the Sunday worship services and 

providing pastoral care.  He will be in the church office on Mondays, usually 8:30 am to 

3:00 pm. 

Stevan has already shown himself to be energetic, eager and engaging.  We have learned 

that he is a vegan, that he loves to bake bread (sourdough) and that he is training to run 

in the Vancouver Marathon (his first marathon) on May 1st.  He is married to Rev. Heather 

Joy James, who is the minister at Oakridge United Church and he is the father of 3 children.  

Oakridge UC has recently undergone renovation and has opened a new church building, 

similar to the process that we at Jubilee are doing at the Sussex site; Stevan was involved 

in the move into that new church. 

From Rev. Stevan:         

Let me begin by thanking you all for your very generous and open 

welcome to me over the course of the past few weeks.  It was felt and 

- more importantly - absorbed.  It’s hard in situations like this.  Our 

hearts, minds, and prayers are with our beloved friend Reverend 

Graham.  We would all have preferred that Graham was healthy and 

ok.  And instead, our working and doing ministry together could have 

come through some lovely future collaboration.  But life’s 

circumstances and Graham’s illness and extended convalescence 

have brought us together now, even if only briefly (God willing!).  
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I also know that this is an exciting season of transition, change, growth, and potential for 

Jubilee. Your faith community is welcoming new staff and expanding roles with the opening 

of the new building at Sussex, and the emergence of new ideas in the midst of it all.  

Depending on your personality and predispositions, this either raises your stress levels or 

gets you excited about the future. Or a little of both (that’s me, by the way).  

It’s my privilege to plug in and be as helpful as can be during my time here.  I look forward 

to getting to know you all better. 

As write this, it is Holy Week and Easter is brimming.  May this high-mark on our Christian 

calendar serve as a reminder of new life and creation.  

--------------------------------------- 

And a brief update on Rev. Graham: On April 19th, after 35 days in Royal Columbian 

Hospital, Rev. Graham moved to Queens Park Care Centre for rehab.  During his stay at 

RCH, he endured various setbacks (blood clots, infection, COVID) that prevented him from 

moving to rehab as early as expected. However, there was daily improvement even during 

that time of setback and his surgeon and physio team are impressed with progress to date 

(though there is much still to be made). He has received overwhelming support from family 

and friends, cards, messages and calls.  He has posted on Facebook: “Keep praying, 

sending good wishes, bathing me in light; I appreciate it all.  Keep it up!”  We pray that 

rehab will be a good (though probably frustrating) experience for him, and he will feel that 

he is truly on the road to recovery. 

 

Council Comments 
It has been almost a year since our last newsletter and, as always, some things have 
changed, some things have evolved and some things stayed the same. 
 
As of the Congregational meeting on March 27, the Executive Team is now known as the 
Council and consists of Rev. Graham Brownmiller – Lead Minister, Debra Legge – Chair, 
Anne McCannel – Secretary, Christina Burge – Treasurer, Ken Tunnicliffe, Lorna Gross, 
Nancy Baird, Barry Morley and Spencer Peters.  While Rev Graham is on leave, Rev. 
Stevan Mirkovich is offering worship and a guiding hand. 
 
We have many blessings in our congregation and with a strong leadership and team of 
volunteers we continue to grow and move forward in faith.  Many thanks to Rev. Graham 
for his leadership and support and to Andrew Burge for keeping us online during the last 
two years.  Although we did not meet in person for some time, we had the privilege of 
keeping in touch and worshiping together through Zoom.   
 
Along with the members of Council the work at Jubilee continues to be supported by our 
Core Ministries Groups.  Many thanks to the volunteers who make up the Worship, 
Belonging, Learning and Service Core Ministry Groups, along with our Thrift Store 
volunteers, Justin Harvey our Custodian as well as the Trustees and M&P Committee.   
 
We also had some staffing changes.  We said farewell to Arzina Bhanvadia as our Office 
Coordinator and welcomed Diana Nyvik as our Music Director, Jason Meyer as our new 
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Office and Facilities Coordinator and Erin Goold as our Children and Youth Program 
Leader.  During the pandemic we began offering a small honorarium to Andrew for his tech 
expertise. 
 
On March 13, 2022 our congregation met for the first time in person, but also kept the 
service on Zoom for those who preferred that format.  This hybrid format seems to be 
working well so far.  Unfortunately, shortly after that service, Rev. Graham had emergency 
back surgery and is now recovering and will be away for some time.  We are blessed to 
have as our Supply Minister, Rev. Stevan Mirkovich.  Stevan will guide us while Graham 
is away.  We welcome Stevan and his family into our Jubilee family. 
 
In 2021 the MPS/Search team worked hard to present the Faith and Ministry Profile which 
led to the hiring of our Community and Life Minister, Gabrielle McLarty, who will be joining 
us on July 1, 2022.  This profile also prompted several congregational conversations.  The 
results of those conversations came together in the Jubilee United Church Future of 
Ministry document, which was approved by our congregation on June 27, 2021.   
 
The Sussex site is now complete and we took ownership on March 14, 2022.  There is 
much to celebrate as we now move forward.  Together we will learn how to work with two 
sites and with the Region staff who share the Sussex building. Our ministry plans will 
include both the South Slope and Metrotown communities.  It is our plan to have our first 
worship service and grand opening at Sussex in September.  
 
We should be proud of how we have come through together and keeping our faith in these 
changing and trying times.  Together we are stronger.   
 
“Unity is strength…when there is teamwork and collaboration wonderful things can be 
achieved.”                                             Mattie Stepanek  
 
Respectfully submitted 
Debra Legge, Chair 
 
 

Introducing Gabrielle McLarty 

On March 27, at a congregational meeting, the members of Jubilee 

United Church approved the appointment of Gabrielle McLarty to join 

our staff as Community Life Minister, beginning July 1st, 2022.    

The Community Life Minister will support and co-ordinate the 

Learning, Belonging & Service Core ministries. She will be welcome 

to participate in worship as time and needs allow, but this is not her 

primary focus. Her work will start with supporting the small group 

ministries in place (e.g. Funraisers, UCW, Sunday School, Study 

groups...) and developing our service / outreach ministry. She will also be a vital part of 

opening our new building to the community. 
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Gabrielle is looking forward to joining Jubilee United Church and sharing in the ministry it 

offers.  While engaging in ministry, Gabrielle strives to create a safe space where all might 

feel welcomed and supported in sharing their gifts within the community of faith and 

beyond.  She understands that we all have things to learn from one another and is 

constantly delighted by the new things children, youth and those experiencing 

marginalization teach her through their actions and words. 

Gabrielle lives in Vancouver and delights in the fun and chaos that her cats Cole and 

Jasper add to her otherwise quiet space.  Gabrielle, while no longer figure skating herself, 

still enjoys watching competitions and taking in the occasional public session skate.  The 

time she spends tending her garden is restorative for her, as is connecting with friends for 

walks or coffee.  Gabrielle is currently in the process of wrapping up her nine years in 

shared ministry at Crossroads United Church in Delta and is very much looking forward to 

getting to know the Jubilee family. 

 
 

Introducing our Music Director: Diana Nyvik 

In the fall of 2021, we welcomed a new Music Director, Diana 

(pronounced Dee-anna) Nyvik. At that time, we anticipated that we 

would be starting in-person services very soon, and that we would all 

be able to meet her in person.  She began immediately to provide the 

music, on piano and organ, for our Zoom church services and has 

been encouraging individuals to contribute their musical talents as 

well. During Advent, she gathered a number of singers, ages 8 to 80, 

for a couple of recording sessions – familiar carols and other music 

that was played for Advent and Christmas services.  She is excited 

about her position here at Jubilee and the potential it presents for a 

variety of music, choirs, and more, especially in the Sussex neighbourhood.  She has a 

particular love of making music with children. 

Diana is a native of Bulgaria, who moved to the US in 1997 to study for her Masters of 

Music in Southern California.  She remained there for 8 years, studying and working in 

churches until she was offered a scholarship to UBC for a second Masters degree (in 

choral conducting).  Although she had family in California, she had fallen in love with 

Vancouver, so she stayed here in Canada.  She spent 10 years at Trinity Baptist Church 

in Vancouver, working with church choir and music school.  She met her husband Steve 

here and they were married at Trinity in 2012.  Their daughter, Ella, was born in 2014. 

In recent years, she has held church music positions in Vancouver and West Van, until 

COVID gave her a break.  The opportunity to work here at Jubilee came along at the right 

time and she is delighted that she has a position so close to her home here in Burnaby.  

She has been particularly excited to work with Rev. Graham, and she looks forward to his 

speedy recovery. 
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In addition to her church music work, Diana has been, since Sept 2021, the director of the 

Aura Women’s Choir (a choir that was struggling without a director) and has been building 

the choir slowly and successfully.  The choir performed in December here at Jubilee, along 

with students of her home-based Zlateva Music Academy, to whom she teaches piano, 

violin and voice.  

Diana bubbles with enthusiasm and is looking forward to meeting everyone in person.  She 

hopes that we can get a choir re-started soon!   

 

Welcome to our new Office & Facilities Coordinator: Jason Meyer 
 

Beginning Easter Monday, we have a new staff member in our 

church office, Jason Meyer.  His job description includes 

coordinating the various user groups, in addition to the more 

traditional office duties.  His working hours have been set as: 

Monday to Thursday, 1 – 7:30 pm and Sunday 9am – 12 noon.  

This is somewhat different from previous administrators, but it 

allows us to have a staff member on the premises in the later part 

of the day.  (These hours may vary as Jason is adapting to the job.)  

He will be working from both the Rumble and Sussex buildings. 

 

A new father to a 16-month old son, Jason and his wife live in 

Marpole.  In the past, he has worked as an administrator at 

Alexandra Neighbourhood House (Camp Alexandra) in Crescent Beach.  He likes to stay 

physically fit, going to the gym 6 days a week, biking on the Arbutus Bikeway and taking 

his son to the swimming pool. 

 

We are delighted to have Jason joining us.  If you are coming in to the church, be sure to 

stop and say hello and “welcome”! 

 
 

Sunday School 

For the past year, Erin Goold has been meeting with the children of 

Jubilee on Zoom every Sunday morning.  There are about 15 

children involved, but not all of them attend every week, so the 

average group is about 8.  Twice in the summer, the Sunday School 

met outdoors on the lawn at the church.   Easter Sunday, April 17th, 

was the first in-person class, with an Easter scavenger hunt adding 

to the fun. 

Erin has taken leadership and Godly Play curriculum training and 

had worked at several summer camps children’s programs before 

taking on the Sunday School position here at Jubilee.  As a student 

of the visual arts and music, she has incorporated these elements 
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into her lessons, complementing the curriculum and the take-home Sunday School activity 

packs provided to each child by Pacific Mountain Region.   While the children and families 

have greatly appreciated Erin’s work with the children, she, in turn, has enjoyed the 

children’s sense of humour and getting to know their individual personalities.  

Erin is a grade 12 student at Burnaby South. She loves school, but especially enjoys 

Drama class.  She has been accepted into the Theatre program at the University of Victoria 

for September and is excited about moving into residence on campus! She was confirmed 

a member of JUC in November 2020.   (Fun fact: our music director, Diana, is also Erin’s 

piano teacher!) 

She has been doing a GREAT job with the Sunday School.  Thank you, Erin! 

 
 

Youth News  
In the new year the youth have still been participating by Zoom for Sunday classes. We 

meet at 9:30 to connect with the children as they finish their class. We have been studying 

prayer and they rewrote the Lord’s Prayer in modern language. We also talked about 

spiritual practices and their meaning in our busy lives, and during Lent our 4 main practices 

were:   

- wearing a cross every time we met, even on Zoom 

- praying daily for those in need – especially for the situation in eastern Europe 

- curbing our spending on non essential items 

- following our Youth Group Values 

We had a Zoom Friday night event learning some new crafts to make Valentine cards for 

seniors and those in care homes, and we finally met in person to create Easter cards as 

well.  Some of the youth also met to create the “pond” used for Discovery time.  

Some of our youth will be leaders at Camp Spirit this summer and Erin has been wonderful 

leading Sunday school this year. They all participate in the life and work of the church in 

many ways and we are blessed to have this dedicated and faithful group.  

We will start to meet in person for Sunday classes after Easter and participate in reading 

during worship. Our hope is to lead a service one day in the near future.  Please keep us 

in your prayers.   

 

Camp Spirit 

Camp Spirit will be offering their day camp program for children aged 5 to 11 again this 

summer at various churches around the Lower Mainland and elsewhere in BC.  The staff 

(Youth Crew) will be using office and storage space at Jubilee (Rumble) and will hold their 

training sessions in our building at the end of June.  Here at Jubilee, the camp will be taking 

place August 22-26.  Registration is now open at www.campspirit.ca for both day campers 

and Leaders-In-Training.   

http://www.campspirit.ca/
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Last summer, there were several JUC children who attended 

as campers.  In addition, Emily Goold took part as a junior 

leader.  As part of the week’s program, the camp participants 

painted the beautiful rainbow steps leading up to our church 

door on Gray Ave.   

 

Chancel Renovations 

You may have noticed some changes to the church sanctuary, specifically the chancel.  In 

November, this area received a facelift – the main platform area was expanded and 

levelled by removing the “steps” where the choir pews used to be.  This gives a larger 

space for potential concerts and other events that need a wider area.  In addition, it has 

provided storage for music stands, instruments, etc. behind pony-walls at both sides.  

During this renovation, it was possible to access the electrical and A/V cables under the 

platform.   At the same time, the first few rows of pews were removed from the front of the 

sanctuary and were replaced with chairs: this allows flexible seating for small groups and 

access for wheelchairs, etc.   To finish off, the old gold carpet was removed and replaced 

with new grey carpeting.    We are grateful to Jack & Glo McArter for their donation which 

made all this possible. 

     

 
 

Thrift Shop Celebrating 50 years (1972-2022) 

 
The Jubilee Thrift Shop is celebrating 50 years this year.  On March 17th, we celebrated 

with a half-price sale for all clothing and toys – and had customers lined up with bargains! 

The shop also had a display of some photos taken over the years.  Later in the spring, 

when gatherings are safer, there will be a get-together for the current and former staff to 

have a proper celebration. 

The Thrift Shop was begun in March 1972 by the South Burnaby UCW, under the 

leadership of June Burritt, Nellie Clarke, Mary Wight and Veronica Kennedy.   Throughout 

the years, a staff of dedicated volunteers from both the church and the community have 

enjoyed the work of operating the shop, with new members joining as older members 
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retired.  In addition to their work on Thursdays, the ladies also found the time over the 

years to present fashion shows of some of the shop’s clothing.   

The purpose of the shop was 

(and continues to be) to 

provide good quality low-cost 

goods to the community, 

particularly those with little or 

no income.  Proceeds from 

the shop have supported a 

large number of community 

organizations who work with 

the needy and marginalized, 

such as First United, Burnaby 

Homeless, Edmonds School, 

WISH drop-in and more.  

Items are also given, as 

needed, to Dixon Transition 

House, the Cinderella 

Project, St Michaels and 

others.  Big Brothers and Diabetes Canada pick up clothing and other items that we cannot 

use.  A significant sum of money raised at the shop is donated to the church. 

The shop has operated every year since 1972, open every Thursday for 4 hours, from 

September to June.  The COVID pandemic was the only time that that shop has had to 

close its doors, from mid-March 2020 to mid-June 2021 (open briefly for a few weeks in 

the fall of 2020).  The staff of about 25 has continued, with some of them waiting until it felt 

safe enough to return.  We have also added a few new members in the past year.  On 

initial re-opening, we had contact tracing, mandatory masks, and limited numbers of 

customers in the shop, resulting in line-ups outside the door.  Now in spring 2022, we still 

are asking that everyone wear a mask, but the number of customers is no longer restricted.  

In the summer of 2021, we were open for the first time in the months of July and August, 

including a display of items for sale outside on the lawn along Rumble St.  This attracted 

attention and drew customers inside for more bargains.  We have welcomed back a core 

of regular customers as well as many new folks who have recently discovered the 

treasures for sale.   

Looking at the photos of the Thrift shop over the years, we were able see how long some 

of the current staff have been part of the shop: Ruth Watt (since the 1970s), Bev Gilpin, 

Gloria Obetkoff, Pegi Lynds, Margaret Turner, Dian Freeman (Dian has not been able to 

come back since COVID).  The shop is currently coordinated by Janet Babey, assisted by 

Gwen Morse.   

A big thank you to everyone who has supported the Thrift Shop over the years with their 

donations and their purchases.  Donations can be dropped off on weekday mornings at 

the church office entrance, where there are blue bins at the top of the stairs.  The shop will 

be closing for the summer in late June. 
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Bread pickup & delivery    

Cobs Bakery has a program whereby, at the end 

of each business day, they donate all their unsold 

baked goods to a local charity.  In the past, on 

Saturday evenings, Blanche Cleve picked up 

bread, buns, etc. for the Community Lunch 

Programme held every Tuesday at the Jubilee Hall (and previously at West Burnaby UC).  

In the couple of years before the pandemic, Gerry McKee had taken over this Saturday 

evening chore from Blanche and he brought the bread to the church hall.  However, when 

the pandemic lockdown occurred in March 2020, the Community Lunch stopped, and the 

donated bread was then taken to Southside Community Church near Kingsway & 

Edmonds where they had set up a food distribution day on Mondays (changed to Tuesdays 

in 2022).  Gerry was unable to continue with this valuable service in May 2021, due to 

health issues.   

Not wanting to lose the opportunity to provide baked goods to those in need in the South 

Burnaby area, a team assembled by Dave Ellis took over the pickup and delivery.  Each 

team picks up the baked goods on a Saturday evening, then brings the bins to the church 

hall.  Some of the more perishable items are taken to a Community Fridge on Imperial 

Street, where those in need can help themselves to a variety of foods that are placed in 

that fridge.  Two members of All Saints Anglican Church come by the church hall on 

Sundays and take a small portion of the bread for a women’s shelter group.  Then, on 

Tuesdays, a team member takes the bins of bread to Southside for distribution.  In January 

2022, Southside informed us that there was one week per month when they did not need 

the Cobs delivery, so another recipient was found for the bread that particular week:  

Burnaby Neighbourhood House who operate a food bank on Wednesdays from of their 

hall on Rumble St. 

So far, no plans to re-start the Community Lunch have been made and the delivery to 

Southside continues.  A big thank you to Blanche and to Gerry, who were doing this 

important job singlehandedly over the years.  Another round of thanks to the team (of about 

12) who is carrying on the pickup and delivery.   This is one of those projects that members 

of the congregation might not know about – and now you do! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday 
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   Photos of Sussex Site         

                                                                                                          

 

 

   

 

 
The main floor has a large 

narthex/flexible space which opens 

into the sanctuary on one side and 

the (commercial) kitchen on the other side.  The sanctuary has folding dividers, so it can 

be opened out or closed in depending on the size of the event.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After many years of planning and construction, 

we at Jubilee were given access to the new 

church building on Sussex Ave in early April.  

The developer, Townline, is still doing finishing 

work to both the condo tower and the church 

facility, but overall, the completion is near.   
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The entry wall and commercial kitchen: 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                              

There is a small flex room on this main floor, 

as well as an outdoor patio that opens 

from the central narthex. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

Upstairs are offices for Jubilee as well as for the United Church Pacific Mountain Regional 

Council (PMRC), with whom we share the building.  There are 3 shared meeting rooms on 

this floor.  PMRC is moving into their offices on April 22. 
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  The underground parking is accessed     

by a ramp from Hazel St.  

   An elevator and stairs lead up to the 

main & upper floors. 

 

 

 
 
 There are many things that still need to 

be done before we can have people 

using the building.  The sanctuary 

furniture has been ordered, but has not 

arrived.  We do have a grand piano, 

moved from the former Cliff Ave. United 

Church.  Decisions on how we will use 

the space have been discussed, but nothing is finalized.   

The Jubilee Council is asking for people willing to join a planning committee for how we 

will celebrate the opening of the building, probably in September. 

 
   


