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Minister’s Report 
 

Trust GOD from the bottom of your heart; 

don’t try to figure out everything on your own. 

Listen for GOD‘s voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; 

[GOD] is the one who will keep you on track. 

Proverbs 3.5-6 (The Message) 

 

My dear Jubilee United Church Community - 

For over a year now, we have been unable to gather in person; however, we have 

continued to faithfully gather virtually – on computers, tablets, and telephones.  What a gift 

we have been offered to continue to be in community, even from a distance. 

Scripture offers us a reminder that we must trust God, and that we must listen for God’s 

voice. I believe that we have been doing that as we have gathered in community 

conversations, and sought information through surveys, and talked with each other – 

continually listening for God in the midst of the noise of the world. 

The Executive Team prayerfully considers the community when it gathers and has 

continued to strive to be faithful to the call of unity and oneness that we have named as 

our Vision. It’s hard when the community is so diverse in so many ways, particularly 

opinion. And so, we trust God from the bottom of our hearts, knowing that the work that 

we have to do is not just ours, but is God’s. There are questions that will still remain 

regardless of what decisions come from our past months and years of conversation. 

Particularly, how do we get people to church regardless of where we worship, when they 

no longer drive? Sometimes friends will pick each other up, and some are too shy to ask 

for help. Thanks to the UCW there is some money available for people to take taxis to 

church for worship and events, but many do not want to ask for reimbursement. 

I pray that as you read this newsletter that you will see how active our community has 

continued to be – even when we have not been doing the things that we typically have 

done. There are pages upon pages of programs, activities, and tasks that have continued 

throughout this year. I am so grateful for each person who has been able to offer of 

themselves in whatever way they have been able to. Your prayers, especially, are 

something I am most grateful for. 

As we enter into the next phase of this pandemic, as more and more people are getting 

vaccinated, we look forward to a day when we are able to once again gather in person. 

What a glorious day that will be! I look forward to it with joyful anticipation. We will want to 
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do so many things! Maybe we can have a big potluck (or catered) meal when we’re able 

to join back together in person. Just to be together. No program. No entertainment. Just 

food and visiting. Social gatherings will probably still require some forms of social 

distancing, sanitizing, and for masks to be worn. We are unsure what will be required, but 

we can anticipate that these are the basics. 

We do not have to try to figure it all out on our own, Thank God! We are in this together, 

holding each other in faith and love, just as God holds us. 

Blessings and peace to all of you – 

Rev. Graham 

 
 

Still lots happening, even though the church has been effectively 

“locked down”: 
 
Facilities & Administration  

• Significant clearing of the Hall, Lounge & kitchen was undertaken before the 

Overnight Shelter used the facility; with a major cleanup of the Hall when they 

departed.  When Progressive Housing left, they donated several items (large flat-

screen TV, first aid kit, and Naloxone kit to name a few)  to the church. 

• In order to accommodate the shelter, lighting around the Hall was upgraded: exterior 

lights & interior EXIT signs (paid by BC Housing). 

• The Church library, underused for many years, has been weeded down to a more 

functional collection.  It is still located on shelves in the Lounge. 

• Repairs and servicing of the church furnace has been ongoing.  Boiler room cleaned 

& painted.  New thermostats have been installed. 

• L’Arche will be using space in the Hall & Memorial Room for weekday activities, and 

has brought their own storage cabinets to the lower hall. 

• Couches in the Burritt Lounge were looking worn: new love seats and chairs from 

L’Arche have replaced them. 

• Received a Bosch dishwasher from L’Arche, which has been installed in the 

Memorial Room kitchenette. 

• Administration Working group: Ken Tunniciffe & Don Morse have been available to 

Rev. Graham and Justin. 

 

Staff during COVID 

• Justin has been working at the church 2 days a week. 

• Arzina has been working from home 2 days a week, and in the office 1 day a week.  

She and her family all contracted COVID-19 in early December; she was off work 

for the month.  

• Rev Graham, Justin and Arzina have all had their first dose of COVID vaccine. 
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Communications 

• Gwen Morse has been a one-person (other than staff) communications team: she 

organizes & edits the newsletter, updates the picture wall & memorial board.  

• Brenna Ellis does the layout of the newsletter and makes it look so good. 

• Rev. Graham updates the website, posts to social media, and arranges for 

advertising in the newspaper and on social media. 

 
 

CMG: Worship (Coordinators: Barb Tunnicliffe & Melissa White) 
• Barb Tunnicliffe, Melissa White, Dorothy Jeffery, Helen Martin, and Christina 

Burge continue to meet (via Zoom) as the Core Ministry Group to talk about 

Worship at a general level.  Anyone who wants to attend these meetings is 

welcome.  

• For Advent and Christmas, Barb, 

Dorothy, Helen and Rev. Graham 

engaged in a worship experiment 

that went well.     

• Dorothy Jeffery continues to 

schedule scripture readers and 

people to offer prayers of the 

people. On occasion, Rev. Graham 

asks others to participate. 

• Pulpit Supply arranged by Rev. 

Graham (for vacation & study leave) 

• Sanctuary decorating has been 

done by Helen Martin, Barb & Ken Tunnicliffe, Rev. Graham, and Justin. 

• Flowers are provided regularly by Linda Wray, Helen Martin and Barb Tunnicliffe. 

• Barry Morley fashioned the cross that was used 

for Easter, with chicken wire for flowers to be 

displayed.  

• Andrew Burge has been hired as 

Technology Coordinator to facilitate 

Sunday worship experiences on 

Zoom. He continues to advise on 

future needs for technology. 

• Every few months a small group 

of singers (Krista Baird, Rev. 

Graham, Christina Burge, Maureen 

Hole, & Elfren Ordanza with Harran Shi on piano and Andrew Burge 

recording) gets together to record music for worship. 

• Nancy Baird and Maureen Hole have been doing monthly deposits 

of offering; Maureen is the new Envelope Secretary (Thank you, Janet Babey for 

your years of service). 
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CMG: Belonging (Coordinator: Len Gross) 

• Barry Morley, (along with FunRaisers), sourced and sold Face Shields. 

• Rev. Graham leads worship for L’Arche and has been regularly available to the 

L’Arche community for pastoral needs. 

• Sunday Fellowship breakout rooms and Wednesday bi-weekly Community Check-

ins are enjoyed on Zoom. 

• In late May 2020, Brenna Ellis began sending handmade birthday cards to many 

members of the congregation, and continues to do so, as she is able. 

• Telephone tree continues for many, but not all; Rev Graham calls some others 

• Seekers have been meeting on Zoom since October. 

• Gwen Morse and Janet Babey have continued their ongoing projects with church 

history and photo albums ... will they ever be done? 

• Gwen organized AOTS historical material (minutes, financials, membership lists, 

etc) dating 1954–2014, for transfer to the United Church archives.  There are still 

some gaps in the timeline, so she welcomes any other AOTS items that might be 

“discovered”. 

 

CMG: Service 
• Thrift Shop was open for 8 weeks in Fall (see separate item) 

• Facility Partners 

o two new AA groups (Tuesday and Wednesday). 

o a few groups attempted meeting in the Fall, but then had to be cancelled 

again. 

o First United Methodist Church has not met in the building since March 15, 

2020. 

o Myung Sung has not met in the building since Nov 1, 2020 - they have 

been told they are allowed to livestream worship with leadership of 10; 

however, their worship style requires more. 

o Bright Star Montessori closed for 2 months (May & June 2020); enrollment 

numbers have steadily increased through the fall, winter & spring; the 

teachers received their COVID vaccines in April. 

• Food Drive for Greater Vancouver Food Bank, Oct. 10 (see separate item) 

• Cold Weather Shelter, Feb. 5 – Mar. 31 (see separate item) 

 

CMG: Learning (Coordinator: Pamela Evans) 

• Family Matters met outdoors in September for a distanced meal, games & 

socializing. 

• Sunday School & Youth Group continued (see separate item) 

o Faith @ Home kits distributed to 24 families/43 children. 

• Bible Study & Lenten study with Dorothy Jeffery (see separate item) 

• Occasional events (Funeral Pre-Planning May 2021).  

• Camp Spirit coming in the summer:  2 weeks: July 26-30 and August 3-6. 
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What is Happening with the Sussex development (JUC:Sussex)?  

In 2017, the former West Burnaby United Church building was demolished and a sod-
turning ceremony was held for the new church at Sussex and Grange.  We are now at the 
almost-4-year point and it looks as if the construction might be nearing completion.    The 
Executive Team has held a series of consultations this Spring so we could express our 
thoughts about the role of this new building and how we might move forward.  The 
Executive Team is sending out a proposal at the same time that this newsletter is being 
distributed.  Please read it carefully and prayerfully.  There will be a Congregational 
Conversation (on Zoom) on Saturday afternoon, June 5 and a Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, June 27.      
 

Perhaps we need a little reminding of what this 
project looks like and what we can expect. 
 
←↑Street view of JUC Sussex 
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How big will the church be?  The new building has a floor space of 10,860 Square Feet 
over 2 floors.   
 
How does it compare to the size of our current sanctuary and our current hall? Rumble 
Sanctuary = 3,000 sq.ft. / Sussex Sanctuary = 2,100 sq. ft.  The Sussex sanctuary is a 
flexible space that can be expanded into the narthex for fellowship time and the whole area 
can be set up for dinners, etc.  similar to how the current Hall has been used.  Rumble Hall 
= 1,500 sq. ft. / Sussex Multi-purpose = 3,000 sq. ft. (sanctuary & narthex).  See the floor 
plans for the main floor. 
  
Is the building fully wheelchair accessible? Yes. There is an elevator from the parking up 
to the 2nd floor. 
 
What will the sanctuary be like?   
Seating will be on (padded) chairs that can be arranged as needed.  The floor covering is 
Marmoleum (durable linoleum), as chosen by the development team in 2015.   There will 
be a grand piano, donated from Cliff Ave. United Church.  The sanctuary can be closed off 
from the narthex with glass doors.  The chancel area can be closed off separately from the 
seating area, so that the whole area can be used for non-worship events. 
 
Is there room for coffee after service? Yes – in the narthex area, between the sanctuary 
and the kitchen, so we won’t have to go far! 
 
Where will the Sunday School meet?  There is a small flex room on the main floor and two 
meeting rooms on the 2nd floor. 
 
Are the kitchen facilities adequate for catering?   Yes, it is a commercial kitchen. 
 
Are there furnishings that will be moved from the JUC:Rumble site? Probably not many 
furnishings will be moved from JUC:Rumble as 1) we have not yet made any decisions 
about how the buildings are going to be used and 2) there are no plans to sell the building 
and we want it available for our use. 
 
Are there items from other sources that can be moved to the new church? The Regional 
Office has some art which we can probably share; Cliff Ave. UC has offered us a piano, 
baptismal font and communion table (which will be re-finished). 
 
Is the Pacific Mountain Region still going to be moving into the JUC:Sussex building? 
The Regional Council had a lease with Fair Haven until 2018 and had been month-to-
month after that; Fair Haven wanted the space by the end of 2020 and JUC:Sussex 
building was not ready, so PMRC have moved to Cliff Ave. UC (which is closing).  They 
will be occupying office space on the 2nd floor of JUC:Sussex. 
 
How much office space will JUC have? 
See the plans for the 2nd floor:  PMRC will have the area marked in blue.  JUC will have 
the 3 offices marked in green.  The reception areas and meeting rooms are shared (shown 
in red), which are also available to PMRC. 
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What are the washrooms like?   They are all single use washrooms each with sink, mirror, 
etc.  See the floor plan – washrooms are marked in purple. 
2nd floor: 3 single use washrooms, 1 of which is accessible  
1st floor: 8 single use washrooms + a hand washing area that is not in a bathroom; 1 of 
the 8 is accessible and 2 are family sized (i.e. good for walkers etc.). 
 
What about the parking?  The church has been guaranteed 27 parking spaces in the 
underground parking, but there is some conversation to determine if there might be others 
available to us.   In addition, we can use street parking and it is hoped that we might be 
able to make an arrangement with a neighbouring business to use their parking on 
Sundays.  Metropolis at Metrotown parking is also a possibility (2 hour registration). 
 
Street-level drop-off?    As of the most recent plan, there is a 15-minute drop off on Sussex 
Ave. at the front door - unless the city removes it.   Alternately, there is easy access for 
deliveries or passengers on the first level of the parking garage by the elevator. 
 
What is NOT possible at Sussex?  Food Bank withdrew, their requirements are unable to 
be met at Rumble OR Sussex.  

• Thrift shop needs large amount of permanent space for the shop and for storage. 

• Rumble on Gray (but we might be able to have a large indoor/outdoor event 
sometime….). 

• Some current community groups (e.g. Scouting and Guides) that require considerable 
storage space, and ACTIVE space activities that we might not want in a glass room!  

 
Will the Community Lunch return to Sussex?  Decisions about the Community Lunch need 
to be made – what and how may need to be re-evaluated. 
 
Could the facility be rented to other congregations for worship? Yes - regardless of where 
we worship, we have capacity to rent to at least one, if not a few, other congregations. 
 
How much exterior area will there be?  There is a plaza with a water feature at the corner 
of Sussex/Grange and a patio on the backside of the church.  On the 2nd floor, there are 2 
small patios accessible from conference rooms. 
 
Occupancy date?  Spring 2022; no firm date until late this summer 
 

 

Development Team members:  Linda, Don, Nancy, Barb & Ken, Len, Barb B 

• Have been meeting when there are decisions 

• Furniture choices are being considered 

• Working on Memorandum of Understanding with Pacific Mountain Regional 
Council, to be sent to Executive Team for approval  

• Hoping for a tour of the space in June/July (?) 
 



 
 

May 2021                              Jubilation                                            Page 9 

Thrift Shop notes from Janet Babey 
  
Margaret Turner gave me some old SBUC newsletters, and I 
have learned a bit more of the history of our Thrift Shop.  In 
February of 1972, plans were underway to open a thrift store 
at the church.  The UCW had been having “giant” thrift sales 
in September of 1966, 1967, 1969 and 1971.  These sales had 
been very successful.  A group of ladies took up the challenge 
and our shop officially opened on March 2, 1972.  There is an album in the Memorial Room 
that is full of Thrift Shop pictures and information.  Please take a look at it when we are 
back to worshipping in person at the church. 
  
The shop has been running continually since 1972 - until March 12, 2020, after which we 
had to close because of the COVID-19 virus.  The Thrift Shop reopened on September 
17th, following all COVID guidelines.  Our customers were pleased to have us back and 
we were equally pleased to see them. But this did not last long.  Due to more COVID 
restrictions, we had to close again on November 8, 2020.   The requirements on indoor 
gatherings did not allow us to have staff come in to sort donations or to price items for sale.  
In addition, most of our volunteers are aged 70+, so it was not safe for them. 
  
Our faithful shop volunteers are anxious to get back to work but until this virus is under 
control, we will remain closed.  We have not been taking donations because we do not 
have space to store them.  I hope we might be able to reopen over the summer when more 
people have been vaccinated. Meanwhile, don’t forget about us. We will appreciate your 
donations when we open again.  We will also need customers to come and see our 
treasures! 
 
Note from editor: Janet has faithfully called all the volunteers weekly since March 2020 
and will continue to keep in touch with them until we re-open.  Thank you, Janet for your 
care and thoughtfulness. 
 
 

Lenten Book Study   
“21 Things You May Not Know about the Indian Act.” 
Written by Dorothy Jeffery 
 
The Lenten Lunch program this year became a Lenten ZOOM book club.  Growing out of 
a conversation at the January Seekers UCW meeting and discussion with Rev Graham 
Brownmiller, Reverend Dorothy Jeffery proposed a Lenten Wednesday noon book study 
on “21 Things You May Not Know about the Indian Act” by Robert Joseph as a further step 
forward on Reconciliation with Indigenous people. 
 
Seventeen people participated, drawn from UCW, Bible study group and friends from 
outside Jubilee. 
 
Each week readings and reflection questions were e-mailed to the group for the 
Wednesday Zoom meeting.  For those who could not attend a particular day, a recording 
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was available.  A PowerPoint of the presentation was also e-mailed to the group.     Over 
five weeks, we covered the book in sections. Many people posted responses to the weekly 
questions in advance and much informed discussion took place during the ZOOM 
sessions. 
 
This program highlighted the working together of different groups within JUC and beyond 
to enhance participation.  We got to know each other at a different level than previously 
known.   Everyone committed to their own personal follow-up after the study period ended.  
Many have shared book titles they are now reading.  The PowerPoint and questions for 
each week can be made available to anyone who wants to read the book.  
 
As facilitator I wish to thank you for your deep engagement and growth through this 
program.  I hope this collaboration will grow in our future. 
 

 

Bible study at Jubilee United Church 2021  
 

Bible study has been offered by ZOOM for the past many 
months.  Most often we meet on Monday afternoon, 1:30–3 
pm, to study and discuss a scripture from the previous 
Sunday’s worship service. 
 
The group is facilitated and led by Reverend Dr. Dorothy 
Jeffery.   Average attendance over the eleven weeks was 8 
participants and was quite consistent.  Topics related to chosen scriptures have included: 
Baptism of Jesus, Transfiguration, Doubt, Earth Day, Psalm 23.  
  
During Lent (see separate report) we switched to Wednesday noon and to a book study 
“21 Things You may not know about the Indian Act”.   
Meetings over the summer will depend on COVID restrictions.  There may also be a 
“holiday” break!   If you wish to attend, please contact Rev. Dorothy or the church office to 
receive the Zoom login link. 
 
 

Technology and online worship  

Andrew Burge works for a company that 

does event production, both in person and 

virtually.  For many years he has 

volunteered with us, advising on and 

implementing technical changes.  In 

appreciation and recognition of his 

commitment over the past year of the 

pandemic, we included a payment for 

Andrew through the remainder of the 

pandemic.  As we, and many others, have 
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been talking about online worship with increasing frequency, we asked Andrew to tell us a 

bit about what we’ve done in terms of technology, and what he sees in the future. 

Where we started: 

When we started online worship in March of 2020, we all thought it was just going to be a 

blip, one month at most, and then back to normal.  No need to go crazy, so I borrowed 

some equipment from work (we weren’t going to be using it there): a camera, a laptop, a 

wireless microphone and a video capture device that would mix it all together.  I set it all 

up on the piano every week.  This allowed us to send a single video signal into this weird 

web platform called Zoom.   

Fast forward 6 months September 2020 (or Where are we now): 

Okay, maybe this online thing was here for a while and online worship wasn’t going away.  

Many people have now shared a wish to see this continue even after we go back to ‘normal’ 

worship.  I had to start thinking how we could integrate this new experience with our 

traditional setup.  Researching led me to three conclusions: 1) there are a lot of options on 

the market; 2) cameras that can be controlled from a distance are expensive, even the 

cheap ones; 3) everyone else and their dog was now trying to do virtual events and 

meetings, so some of the gear that I borrowed from work for a month (6 months ago) 

needed to go back soon.   This led to a phased proposal to the Executive Council.  

Phase 1 (completed Dec 2020):  We replaced the borrowed laptop and capture device. 

Based on our current and possible future needs, the church purchased a mixer that is a 

robust, entry level audio/video mixer that allows us to take multiple AV sources, combine 

them and show them on Zoom.  We also purchased a laptop to be dedicated to the purpose 

of capturing and streaming to Zoom (or anywhere else online).  Both of these items are 

sufficiently robust and feature-rich to be useful for several years to come.  Right now, 

everything you see on Sunday morning runs through these machines.  We are still using 

a borrowed camera, which brings me to Phase 2.  

Where are we going: 

Phase 2 is a plan to purchase a PTZ camera and controller.   A PTZ or Pan/Tilt/Zoom 

camera is a camera that can be mounted relatively inconspicuously in the sanctuary and 

be controlled remotely from the AV booth.  The purchase of this camera would address 

several points that have been brought up to me over the past few years.  

• I can’t see what is happening during children’s time when they sit on the stairs, can 

we show them on the screen? 

• I don’t want to have anything in the middle of the sanctuary blocking my view of the 

chancel. (i.e. camera or projector) 

• How are we going to have a camera in the sanctuary when we go back to in-person 

worship? 

• Can you show the Minister or other speaker on the screen so I can see their face 

when I sit further back? 

• Can we video record this funeral for the family?  
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Ultimately, this is going to be the single biggest expense to online worship, as suitable 

cameras tend to start at around $2000 and the required accessories push this into the 

$5000+ range.  Will it be worth it?  Definitely. 

The other aspect to Phase 2 comes into play when we do come back to in-person worship, 

integrating two systems (the current streaming setup and our original built-in setup) into 

one system with as few moving parts as possible. 

Phase 3 – Two sites and beyond 

As I write this, I don’t know what our plans for worship location are going to be.  The 

technology being built into JUC: Sussex will let us do what we need to do for both in-person 

and online worship.  As part of the planning, I asked for the cabling required to allow us to 

future-proof that building to a certain extent.   JUC: Rumble is really just missing a camera 

and some processing equipment; this pandemic has just accelerated any dreams I had.    

 

Pacific Mountain Region Worship Service & Ordinations, June 13 

Sunday, June 13th we will join the Pacific Mountain Regional Council as it gathers in 

worship!  We are encouraged to be prepared with communion elements and be united 

across BC and Yukon in celebration, worship, and praise. The preacher will be The Rev. 

Nadia Bolz-Weber, an American Lutheran pastor who is renowned for her authentic writing 

and speaking of personal failings, recovery, grace, faith, and so much more.   At this 

worship service, new ministers will be received into ministry!  This is an exciting service 

that most in our congregation would not regularly have the chance to witness. 

Join our regular Sunday worship Zoom at 10:30 and we will stream the PMR worship 
over our Zoom connection.  This will also give us an opportunity to share our Life & Work 
of the Church and join together in fellowship time following the worship service. 
 
 

Big changes coming to L’Arche community    

 
Our friends in L’Arche are living 
through a time of great transition. 
You may have noticed that the 
main building at 7401 Sussex 
Avenue is being prepared to be 
torn down as, beginning soon, the 
property will be redeveloped to 
welcome more people.  People 
who live at L’Arche are aging and 
many have mobility issues, 
requiring a fully accessible 
building.  The building on Sussex Avenue has become costly to operate and needs 
extensive upgrades.  At the same time, there is an urgent need to support younger 
individuals with developmental disabilities with a variety of housing options and support 
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models.  The new property will include underground parking, 3 L’Arche homes, some semi-
independent units, a variety of rental units, a chapel, as well as space for the day programs 
and the administration team for the L’Arche community.    
 
L’Arche has been in this building since 1974 when it was purchased from the United 
Church.   It was formerly the United Church Home for Girls (i.e. unwed mothers).  The 
Home for Girls was established in 1914 by the Presbyterian Church (later United Church) 
in a large heritage house, set against the forest that, in 1955, became David Gray Park.  
The connection with South Burnaby United Church has been very strong.  Former SBUC 
member, Kay Cumming’s father was caretaker at the home in the 1950’s; he and his wife 
living in a small cottage at the rear of the property.  In addition, Nellie Clark (one of the 
founders of our Thrift Shop) was the cook for the home.  The Women’s Association of 
Dundonald United Church (later South Burnaby United) supported the Girls Home with 
monetary and practical donations for many years.  Every Thanksgiving, the church would 
send their produce (from displays) to the Home. The AOTS men went once a year to clean 
the windows.  The old heritage building was replaced by the current one in 1967. But the 
need for such a home was decreasing and it closed in 1973.  It was then that L’Arche of 
Greater Vancouver was established – part of the L’Arche International organization 
providing homes and support for those with developmental disabilities.  Many of the 
L’Arche core members have been a part of the South Burnaby/Jubilee congregation ever 
since. 
 
For more information on L’Arche of Greater Vancouver and the building project, have a 
look at the L’Arche website www.larchevancouver.org  and follow the link for the “We all 
Belong” campaign, and from there to the campaign brochure. 
 

 
Life In L’Arche    
by Tammi Kitching 

 
I have somehow been involved in L’Arche since 1992.  I moved out to Burnaby from 
L’Arche Sudbury in 1997 and have been blessed by the friendships in community that have 
shaped my life.  For me, the most important part of life in L’Arche has been the genuine 
relationships.  Like many people who come to L’Arche to be an assistant, I came to L’Arche 
to help others but over the years have found that the people I came to help have enriched 
my life enormously.  In L’Arche, we call the people with disabilities the core people, 
because they are at the heart of our lives in community.  They are great teachers by 
example and leaders in their own rights, helping assistants to be more compassionate, 
grounded, spiritual, joyful, welcoming and accepting.   
 
The model of L’Arche is unique in that it is faith-based and core members welcome 
assistants to live with them (some assistants now live out of the home as well), to share 
life together like a family would.  It is also a model where we celebrate the unique value of 
each person.  As assistants, we do things with the people we support as opposed to doing 
things for the people we share life with. 
 

http://www.larchevancouver.org/


 
 

May 2021                              Jubilation                                            Page 14 

We also have two Day Programs that are a part of L’Arche.  These programs welcome 
both people who live in L’Arche homes as well as people who live out in the community.  
Emmaus Centre is where people come together to participate in a variety of meaningful 
activities, whereas Neighbours Helping Neighbours is an outreach program where L’Arche 
people do various types of outdoors yard work and maintenance projects for seniors and 
people with disabilities.  
 
While the redevelopment is underway, Jubilee United has generously welcomed friends 
from L’Arche to use space in the church hall for day programs, meetings and our weekly 
community prayer in this time of transition for the L’Arche community beginning in April 
2021 and continuing, likely until the new building is completed (2022? 2023?). Mondays 
and Fridays we’ll be using the kitchen for cooking classes; using the hall (upper or lower 
depending on what else is happening) for meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday; 
Wednesday afternoon worship in the sanctuary will be broadcast to the entire L’Arche 
community.  Some of the day programs will be using the Memorial Room on weekdays. 
In preparation for the redevelopment of the main L’Arche property on Sussex Avenue some 
people have relocated to a different L’Arche home and others have welcomed someone 
into their home.  Here are a few pictures of some of the L’Arche members who are a part 
of Jubilee United. 
 

↓Some members The Crossing House on 

Sardis St. 
Bing, Delinda, Sue, Linda, Christina and Paul 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ↑Some members of Emily House on Neville 

Street, Melina, Philip, Estella, Mary, Garth 
and Ivana 

 
Last Year, L’Arche modified the home on Imperial Street to 
make the house into two separate homes that are 
connected for some things, but where people live 
separately.  Upstairs is Nazirah House and downstairs is 
Peniel House. 

→Some members of Peniel House and Nazirah 

House Theresa, Patrick and Lawrence. 
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L’Arche recently purchased and renovated a home on 
Irmin St. to relocate the people from Creation House 
who were the last members living in the property on 
Sussex Avenue. 
This is also where Wayne lives.  Many of you probably 
know him from the church but he’s not in this picture. 
 

←Some members of Creation House 

Ilonka, Surya, Ken and Guy.   
 

Jubilee United Church has a long history of connection with L’Arche community members.  
The reason I started worshiping with Jubilee United was because I was touched by how 
inclusive and welcoming I experienced the church community to be of L’Arche members, 
when I attended the adult baptism of my friend Bill Collins more than 20 years ago.   
 
I’m grateful to see the new ways that L’Arche and Jubilee are continuing to work together 

to be signs of light in our neighbourhood. 
 
 
Temporary Winter Homeless Shelter in Jubilee Hall, Feb 5 – March 31 
 
When Burnaby participated in the 
Metro Vancouver Reaching Home 
initiative and homeless count in 2020, 
it was clear that we were already short 
about 100 beds in the community.   
When the COVID-19 pandemic hit, 
that number became more like 200-
300, based on the needs of social 
distancing and space.  
 
When we at Jubilee were approached 

by the Burnaby Taskforce on 

Homelessness in late 2020 about the 

possibility of opening Jubilee Hall as a 

temporary winter shelter, we realized 

that to honour our mission to live faith, know love and voice hope, we felt it to be our calling 

to offer our hall.  Because of the pandemic, it has been mostly unused, for the better part 

of a year.  Katy Alkins-Jang volunteered to be the local contact for the church; she and 

Rev. Graham met with both Lookout Housing Society and Progressive Housing Society.   

In the end, BC Housing chose Progressive to operate the shelter; it opened on February 

5th and operated for 55 nights until the end of March. 

 

The shelter was staffed by Progressive; a cleaning company came in twice a week, and 

outside picking up was part of their responsibility.  Meals and snacks were provided as 
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well as clothing.  Thank you to all of you who donated food, clothing items and money for 

the shelter to operate.  

 

There were up to 20 beds in the hall, plus 5 in the June Burritt Lounge specifically for 

female-identified guests. There were 804 shelter nights in the hall (677 male-identified and 

127 female-identified guests). The first month was quite gentle, and the second month held 

a few more challenges/incidents as the shelter was used more. When the shelter was 

winding up at the end of March, Progressive Housing ensured that there was staff on site 

to re-direct anyone who came looking for a place to stay. 

 

There were two complaints received directly to the church, and one to the city; the 

Executive Team replied to the two email complaints and Rev. Graham had some good 

conversations with a few neighbours who stopped by the church to ask what we were 

doing.  The complaints were about communication, which we had assumed were being 

done on our behalf by the organizers. 

 

Food Drive for the Greater Vancouver Food Bank,  

Saturday, October 10 (Thanksgiving weekend) 
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Organized by the Learning CMG and Family Matters, a drive-through drop-off was held in 
the alley between the church and hall buildings.  The response from the members of the 
congregation and the neighbourhood was positive.  Children & Youth members (in masks) 
greeted each driver, while their food donations were being unloaded from vehicle trunks.   
In the end, we donated 1,283 pounds of food, plus $1863 in cash, the equivalent to $5224 
worth of support to the Food Bank’s purchasing program.   

 
 

Children & Youth News 
 

Sunday School and Youth Group have met on Zoom every second Sunday for the past 

number of months, led by Debra Legge and Barb Tunnicliffe.  On average there are 10 

children and 5 youth who participate regularly, plus others who attend at times, as able. 

 

The Pacific Mountain Region (PMR) created seasonal (Pentecost, Summer, Fall, Advent, 

Lent/Easter) Faith @ Home kits which were distributed to each family; the kits contained 

at-home activities and learning, complementing the Sunday sessions.   

 

At the JUC annual meeting in March, the budget approved the hiring of a CE leader.  In 

April, Erin Goold was contracted to teach Sunday School with support from Debra and 

provide technical support to all the programs. We purchased the Go Project curriculum, 

which is what Erin has been using with the Sunday School children.  

 

The Youth Group got together a few times for physically distanced gatherings with Barb, 

but since Hallowe’en have not been able to do so, and have been having additional 

gatherings on Zoom.  (Christmas party, making Christmas gifts for each other, Valentines 

party, Easter party, now Mother’s Day gift workshops).  This winter they took on a project 

to make “Blessing Bags” containing a variety of personal items, with a bit of help from the 

UCW. These bags were given to the homeless shelter for distribution. The group is now 

planning a couple of art projects for both sites and will help with some banner and décor 

creation for the new Sussex sanctuary. 

 

When we return to in-person worship, Erin will continue to teach Sunday School for the 

children, and Youth Sunday School will need to adjust so that she can also participate. 

We wait on provincial health advice on summer outdoor possibilities. 

 
 

Trustees Update 

Trustees already have responsibility for the Rumble site and will ultimately have the 

Sussex site as their responsibility.   This will occur once title is transferred to the United 

Church of Canada in trust to Jubilee United Church by Townline, the developer. Part of 

this responsibility is to ensure that appropriate and sufficient insurance is in place and any 

legal requirements are dealt with. 
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Financial details regarding the partnership with Pacific Mountain Region Council are being 

finalized, which will provide a lump sum payment to Jubilee United Church plus a 

percentage contribution toward operating expenses. 

Currently, the church has a significant portfolio of securities which is in place for the future 

ministry of Jubilee United Church, including some expenses that will relate to our transition 

into one church with two sites.  At present, this portfolio is managed by Connor, Clark and 

Lund, a well-respected private fund manager. 

Trustees are contemplating moving one of our other funds which is held at RBC Dominion 

Securities to the United Church Foundation (UFC).  In addition to providing risk-adverse 

fund management of church assets, UFC will accept securities as a charitable donation, 

immediately sell the securities and issue a charitable donation tax receipt for the full 

amount.  For those of us who have held securities over the years that have (hopefully) 

appreciated significantly, this can be a win/win situation for both church and donor.  The 

donor receives a charitable donation receipt for the full amount of the securities and pays 

no capital gains tax on the disposition while the church receives a substantial donation.  

Details are available from Don Morse or Len Gross. 

We are currently reviewing a bequest that was provided to JUC (SBUC) 29 years ago.  It 

is still in limbo and overly complicated.  If you are considering naming JUC in a trust or 

bequest, please keep it simple.  Feel free to consult with any member of Trustees in 

confidence. 

Trustees: Rev. Graham Brownmiller, John Baird, Bill Gilpin, Len Gross, Don Morse 

 
 

  Graham at his drive-by birthday celebration 
  

       

 

 

Executive Team 2021 

Chair - Debra Legge 
Secretary - Sara Coyne 

Treasurer - Christina Burge 
 

At Large: 
Nancy Baird 
Lorna Gross 

Anne McCannel 
Barry Morley 

Ken Tunnicliffe 
 

   
 
 


