
 
Newsletter of Jubilee United Church                                   September 2020 

 

Minister’s Message 

 
Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them. Matt 18.20 

 
Hello dear Jubilee United Church community: 

I was trying to figure out what to say to you in this Message, so I went back and looked at 
my Lead Minister’s Message from our February Jubilation and boy, do I not have the gift 
of foresight!  Most of my message was about community and gathering to try to figure out 
what it is that we believe and we learn from each other, and challenge each other, and 
support each other in our journeys. Less than a month later, we could no longer gather in 
person.  
 
But in a way, I guess I do have some foresight, because in our stubbornness and resiliency, 
it didn’t stop us from gathering - at least virtually.  Phone calls, emails, letters, postcards 
and virtual gatherings have become a touch point for many of us.  We did what we do best, 
we recognized that community is important to us, however we live it out. 
 
I am so grateful for all of you who have discovered new ways to be church together.  I am 
also so grateful for those who made the decision that this was not a way that they wanted 
to be in community and so have found other ways to nourish their Spirits.  I hope that when 
we are able to resume in-person worship that some of those whom we have been missing 
will return.  I have been heartened to see new faces (at least names) on Sunday morning 
during worship, and some folks who have been unable to be with us in-person for a long 
time. 
 
One of the hardest things for me in this distancing time has been the inability to celebrate 
with some of you, and the inability to grieve with others.  Finding a different way to do these 
basic things has been challenging! 
 
But the promise that we receive from God is that when we gather in God’s name, God is 
present.  When the Bible was written there was no concept of virtual gatherings, so when 
we gather on the phone or on Zoom, I can only assume that God’s presence is with us - 
and God’s presence is bigger than us, than the internet, and than this pandemic.  So we 
continue the best we know how, and know that we are making the best decisions for 
ourselves right now.  I invite you to be in contact with me at any time that you want.  I’m 
always willing to have a chat with any of you! 
 
God is here, thanks be to God! 
Rev. Graham 
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JUC Facilities have benefitted from COVID-19 shutdown 
 
Justin Harvey, our caretaker, returned to work following his Long Term Disability (after 
thirteen months!) on March 15th, and on the 16th we shut everything down for COVID.  He 
has continued to work safely through the past six months and, early on, spent some time 
determining what sort of work could be done on the church and hall.  He has certainly been 
kept busy.  
 
A few of the big jobs that have been undertaken:  

• all of the doors on the hall were replaced (including the framing and the locks);  

• the wooden walkway outside of the offices has been rebuilt; 

• the church ventilation system has been overhauled (which means that the Air 
Conditioner works better than it has for years!); 

• Some of the hall siding (mostly on the east side) was replaced and a group of men 
have re-painted the replaced portions.  
 

 
Our painters: Dave, Barry, Len, Don and Ken (missing: Justin) 

 
Other jobs that were done:  

• the drapes in the hall were removed and cleaned; 

• the kitchens, hall, choir room and offices have been cleaned, reorganized and 
purged;  

• there have been many lightbulbs in the sanctuary and around the site replaced;  

• the pews were washed with wood soap and the cushions removed to facilitate 
regular cleaning and sanitizing; 

• the windows inside the church (especially the Memorial Room) and the office 
windows were washed, and the office windows were repainted; 

• certain light fixtures were replaced in the Thrift Shop, Choir room and Montessori; 

• Pamela Evans, Barb Tunnicliffe, Debra Legge and Justin did a *huge* purge and 
reorganization of the lower hall; 

• the Thrift Shop was cleaned, including removal of carpeting that had apparently 
housed several mice. 
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Facility Partners 
 

Rev. Graham has been working with our Facility Partners (user groups) to figure out how 
to provide space while keeping everyone safe.  Currently we know that the Jazzercise 
Class, Al-Anon, and the Philatelic (stamp) Group will be returning.  Guides and Scouts 
groups are not allowed by their respective organizations to meet indoors, but there will be 
some outdoor meetings on the lawn and in the parking lot.  We have had two new 
Alcoholics Anonymous Groups approach us looking for space and we are finding room for 
them to meet.       
 

Myung Sung Congregation has been live-streaming their worship from within the 
sanctuary, and First United Methodist moved to an online Zoom worship similar to ours, 
though they are not using the JUC space for it. 
 

Montessori daycare/preschool provided some care during April and closed for the months 
of May and June.  They are gradually increasing the number of children attending as they 
operate under Public Health COVID guidelines. 
  
 

Update from the Executive Team 
The Executive Team has continued to meet via Zoom on our regular schedule.  At each 
meeting we hear from Linda Wray, our Treasurer, about our finances and we talk about 
how things are going in this pandemic time.  We also have regular updates on the ministry 
happening at Jubilee.  Linda has applied for all of the Government Grants that we are able 
to (Canadian Emergency Wage Subsidy, Canadian Emergency Commercial Rent 
Assistance and the Canadian Emergency Business Account).  Thank you, Linda for all the 
hard work of doing the paperwork.  In order to keep better track of the finances (for all of 
these applications) we have only been doing one deposit of offerings and donations every 
month.  Please don’t panic if your cheque is not cashed immediately.  If you have any 
concerns, please speak with Rev. Graham or give Linda a call.  
 
In our Amalgamation we determined that we were in a transitional phase of governance. 
Over the past four years we have been clarifying what and who we are and how we are 
governing ourselves.  The Executive Team is working on a new Governance Manual that 
will describe the model as it has developed, and how it will live out in the congregation.  
This work will be brought to the congregation in the future. 
 
At the Congregational Meeting in March, just prior to COVID, one of the items on the 
Agenda was to talk about our staffing model and whether it was time to begin looking at 
the need and role of a second minister (as was determined in our amalgamation in 2016 
and named in our Ministry Profile when Rev. Graham was called as Lead Minister in 2017). 
A team was put together consisting of: John Baird, Debra Legge, Tammi Kitching, Glo 
McArter, Ken Martin with Lee Anne Davies and Barb Tunnicliffe co-chairing.  This team 
has met through the past few months to begin looking at our Community Faith Story and 
documentation. The team is to think about who we are as a community of faith in South 
Burnaby and what sorts of priorities we might set for the future.  We will have some 
consultation and conversation before bringing the Ministry Profile to the congregation for 
approval.  
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Congregational input is needed 
We are excited about the future direction of Jubilee United Church, and with the completion 
of our second site at Sussex in view (12-18 months), it is clear that there are still unknowns 
about how we will offer ministry.  We also know that as a community we can explore them 
together. Therefore, the Executive Team is looking to host some conversations with 
sharing back and forth to ensure that we’re all on the same page.  Using the usual Sunday 
morning “JubileeWorship” Zoom login, we will gather prior to worship at 10am (for 20 
minutes) on Sundays October 4, 18 and November 1.  By breaking up our conversations 
into smaller chunks, we hope this will make the process easier for everyone. 
 

These conversations will help the Ministry Profile Team and the Executive Team complete 
the profile before coming to the congregation for approval.  Some of the topics will be: 
Where are we now, where did we come from?  What goals do we have for ministry and 
mission?  What are your dreams?  How do you envision using the assets and resources 
of JUC to provide ministry and mission in the future; at both the Rumble and Sussex sites? 
For those without email, a package of information to be discussed on Oct. 4, 18 and Nov. 
1 will be mailed or delivered to you.  There will be a further questionnaire coming out after 
Nov. 1 with specific questions regarding the ministry of Jubilee UC, specifically as one 
church with two sites. 
 

 

Update on the Sussex site (new church) development 

While construction continues on our second site at Sussex, we are currently expecting 
occupancy sometime between September 2021 and March 2022.  Rev. Graham has been 
working with various volunteers from the congregation (the Development Team (Nancy 
Baird, Barb Bierhaus, Len Gross, Don Morse, Barb & Ken Tunnicliffe, Linda Wray), plus 
Andrew Burge) along with the developer, Townline, on items such as furniture, Audio 
Visual needs, and interim budget with Tribe Management (the Property Management 
Company for the tower with whom we have a relationship because of our shared property). 

The church portion of the site is already built and interior 
finishing work is being started. The residential tower is 
gradually adding floors (it will have 41 storeys when 
finished). 
 
 ←This picture shows it as of mid-Sept. with the 15th floor 
in progress.  
 
→This shot 
shows the 
sanctuary 
with slot 
windows at 
the sides of 
the chancel. 
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Time capsule for the Sussex Site 
 

 
Over the past few years, we have asked for input about what might go into a time capsule 
in the new building on Sussex.  We have now prepared the capsule and thought it would 
be interesting for you to know what went into it:  

• a letter from Rev. Graham  

• histories of SBUC (thanks Gwen), of WBUC (thanks Dorothy), and of JUC  

• Governance Document and “Stronger Together” document, newsletters, annual 
report, lists of people involved in ministries at JUC  

• a copy of each Voices United and More Voices  

• pictures from the original sod turning and cornerstone setting at Sussex 

• items from the 1948 time capsule 

• scrapbook done by the children & youth of JUC 
The time capsule will be placed in a wall behind the ramp going to the sanctuary.  
 
 

With COVID Isolation, Worship and Church activities have gone “Virtual” 
 
From the very first week of “lockdown”, beginning on March 22, worship during COVID has 
been presented live on Sunday morning via Zoom and the worship leader has been 
presiding from the sanctuary.  Each Sunday, we have had at least 50+ households logging 
in via video or on the phone.  This format for worship has allowed many of the L’Arche 
houses to join us, and Mulberry Parc puts our worship service up every Sunday morning 
so that our members who are residents (plus others!) can participate in worship.  There is 
at least one person who arranges a three-way phone call so that a member who is less 
certain of connecting is able to participate in worship.  We have also been joined regularly 
by Elizabeth McVicar’s sister Eleanor in Manitoba, members of congregations that Rev. 
Graham is connected to in Barriere and Quesnel, and others.  When our neighbouring 
congregations’ (Deer Lake & Cliff Ave) ministers went on vacation, the congregations were 
encouraged to worship with us. 
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Worship has been re-constructed with 10 minutes of singing prior 
to worship and a song at the end.  The spoken portion of the 
worship lasts about 35-40 minutes.  We continue to have members 
of the congregation join in by reading the scripture and offering the 
prayers of the people from their homes.  When we celebrate 
communion monthly, we often have a few households join in the 
responsive words. The worship is recorded and uploaded to 
YouTube (and embedded on our website) when worship is 
completed.  After the worship has concluded, we go into a few 
(random breakout) groups, as a virtual “fellowship time”.   
 
The Executive Team has 
decided to continue with virtual 

worship for the time being (and to continue to monitor 
this decision).  The Core Ministry Group for Worship 
continues to meet and consider other opportunities.  
Thanks to Pamela Evans and Marie Paul for leading 
worship during Rev. Graham’s August holidays. Thanks 
also to Helen Martin who has provided seasonal 
banners and to Linda Wray for fresh flowers every 
Sunday morning. 
 
Virtual memorial services were held for Clint Freeman in May, Joyce Bourke in August and 
Donna Dawson (and her son Kim) in September.  Plans are in place for a virtual online 

memorial for Ruth Tinkess, Oct. 
12 at 1pm. Clint’s family joined 
everyone on Zoom from their 
homes, while those of Joyce’s 
and Donna’s families who were in 
town gathered at the church, and 
others from around the world 
joined us via Zoom. Thanks to the 
technological expertise of 
Andrew Burge, we, (in the 
space), were able to hear and 
see those from others places, 
and those people who joined us 
on Zoom were able to see us 
here in the church.  
 

From the first week of COVID shut down, Andrew Burge has joined Rev. Graham (and 
Marie and Pamela) in the sanctuary to be the technical genius behind what we have for 
worship.  Andrew’s day-to-day work is in Audio-Visual and he has helped to make our 
worshipping experience be the quality production that it is. Thank you, Andrew, for your 
patience, time, and expertise.  
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Bible Study at Jubilee   Submitted by Dorothy Jeffery 

Bible study in 2020 has continued using Zoom since March.  We have members from 
within our Jubilee congregation and from outside the congregation, invited as friends.  Our 
subject has varied from the study of a short biblical book (1 Peter) and book studies 
selected by the group.  There has been a decided multi and interfaith focus reading Karen 
Armstrong’s book, “The Lost Art of Scripture”, Richard Atleo’s book, “Principles of Tsawalk, 
an Indigenous approach to Global Crisis” and an essay from “Intercultural Visions”, a 
United Church of Canada publication.  These books also tend to bring attention to social 
justice issues of understanding cultural relationships.  
 
Sessions typically run 2 hours, starting with a 15-minute check-in, then discussion and 
study of the day, and ending with about 10 minutes of wrap-up.  Decisions on topics for 
study are made by the group based on suggestions they bring.  The church has funds to 
help with costs, if necessary.  The cost of acquiring material should not be a barrier to 
anyone. 
 
In the fall of 2020, we expect to be re-focusing on biblical study, possibly going deeper into 
scriptures from the previous Sunday worship.  This will make it easier for people to drop in 
at any time if they are not able to attend every session.  Our usual time of Zoom meeting 
is 1 pm, but at the time of writing, the day of the week has not been set.  Everyone is invited 
to attend.  Send an e-mail to Dorothy Jeffery at dajeffer@telus.net or call (leave a message 
at 604-433-0819 to get a Zoom invitation).  
 
 

Children’s programs in spite of physical distancing 
 
Our family programs have continued through COVID via Zoom (every 2nd Sunday at 9:30, 
before our 10:30 worship) and with two outdoor physically distanced gatherings in July and 

August.  With assistance from the Pacific Mountain Region’s First Third Ministry, packages 
were delivered to over twenty families and forty-five children at Easter, Pentecost, for 

mailto:dajeffer@telus.net
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Summer and for Fall. These packages included activities and Bible stories for families and 
children.  What a gift these have been for helping us keep our children, youth and families 
connected.  We had a welcome back Family Day in the parking lot on September 6th to 
which 23 people came!   

 
Confirmation Class 
This past spring, four of our youth (Erin, Mira, Rhi-Ella and Emma) participated in a 
confirmation process led by Rev. Graham.  Each of the youth was paired with a mentor for 
their conversations and exploration: Anne, Barb, Pamela and Shannon.  The group talked 
together with their mentors about the church, their faith, scripture and got to know one 
another in a deeper way.  It was a rewarding program for all ages and we hope to celebrate 
these confirmations in worship when we get to be together again. 
 
Youth Group 
The youth group has kept in touch online this spring and summer, with Sunday morning 
discussions, take home class packs from the Pacific Mountain Region, and virtual 
activities. 
 
A “Glow in the Dark” party where we all met in darkened computer rooms with glowing 
activities was a fun evening. Then on September 11th we finally all got to be together, at a 
safe distance, at a backyard “campfire” where we built, talked, glowed, sang, & made 
“smores”. 
 
We will help with the Thanksgiving Food Drive on October 10th and start to work on 
Christmas Charity Craft Market this Fall, with careful protocols in the church hall.   Regular 
bi–weekly online classes will restart September 27th, alongside Children’s Sunday School. 
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Congregation celebrations continue 
 

Because we have been unable to join together for the first Sunday of the month to celebrate 
birthdays, we have begun to announce weekly birthdays and anniversaries during worship. 
Perhaps this is something that will continue when we return to in-person worship all 
together!  Gwen Morse has put together a list of the birthdays and anniversaries from 
information given when photos were taken for the congregational photo gallery in the 
narthex.  This list still has some gaps, so… if we don’t have your date(s), please let Rev. 
Graham or Gwen know so that, eventually, we will have everyone included!  
 

 

Fellowship on Zoom 
 

In order to help the congregation feel 
connected, Rev. Graham hosted weekday 
Fellowship check-in sessions on Zoom 
beginning in March; every Wednesday (and a 
few Thursdays) there were folks who 
gathered to talk about anything that people 
have wanted to talk about, from sharing 
recipes (and where to find yeast!), to 
gardening, remembering childhoods, good 
books, health, family, etc. The idea for a 
congregational recipe book came up in one of 
these conversations, though we have only 
received about 15 recipes!  After a break 
during August these sessions are resuming 
bi-weekly on Wednesdays this Fall, 
alternating between noontime and evenings.    
 
 

Camp Spirit at JUC in July 
 
Camp Spirit is offered by Pacific Mountain Regional Council and in partnership with local 
United Church congregations.  Its purpose is to provide equipped leaders to nurture the 
spirit of each child, in order to support children and families to live lives of faith, hope, and 
compassion in the world.  It was approximately ten years ago that a group of children’s 
leaders within the Region (formerly Conference) thought “rather than each congregation 
trying to hold a Vacation Bible School, what if we provided one really strong program that 
could be shared around”.  Prior to COVID, Jubilee United Church was prepared to host 
one week of Camp Spirit, and then when the pandemic hit, the Oversight team began to 
dream what might happen with Camp this year.  In the end, we hosted three weeks of 
(outdoor) camp and welcomed over 35 campers, plus almost 15 staff to our parking lot! 
Some of our children participated: Freya came for three weeks, Thomas and Emily both 
came for two, Lily and Johnny came for one each and two of Freya’s friends joined her for 
one and two weeks, respectively.  It was great, and we look forward to working with Camp 
Spirit again in the future 
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Farewell to SME Student and Associate Minister, Colin Brown 
 
When Colin Brown (and Lauren, Emma, Elysia and Isobel) joined us in the summer of 
2018 we knew that it was for two years of Supervised Ministry Experience (SME); our time 
together came to an end in May.  On May 3rd, Colin preached his final sermon with us and 
we participated in an end-of-covenant liturgy to officially end our time together.  We gifted 
Colin with some resources and a Military Bible, (personalized with Canadian Forces 
material because it was very American!).  He also received a mug and car visor clip with 
his favourite biblical verse on it, and some other items to serve him well in the future.  He 
received cards and gifts from many of you individually.  Since Colin left us, he has been 
working at Vancouver General Hospital doing some support in Spiritual Care and has been 
attending Brentwood Presbyterian Church, beginning a process by which he hopes to be 
ordained in the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
 
 

News from the wider United Church of Canada 
 
Pacific Mountain Regional Council 
The PMRC was to meet in May for its Council Gathering, but it had to be cancelled.  There 
was a Celebration of Ministry (when Ordination and Commissioning of new ministers takes 
place) at the end of June at Highlands United Church and broadcast over YouTube.  The 
PMRC Office, which is scheduled to share our space at Sussex, has been given notice 
from Fairhaven that they need to vacate the office space by January 2021.  The PMRC 
Office will be temporarily relocating (location TBD) but are anxiously looking forward to 
moving into the new Sussex site with us when it’s ready!  The Region hosted a virtual 
Celebration of Ministry at the end of June where four candidates were Ordained (including 
The Rev. Dr. Joseph Kyser who is currently serving with Deer Lake UC).  The Regional 
Council is scheduled to host a weekend gathering October 16-18, 2020.  Barb and Ken 
Tunnicliffe, Pamela Evans, The Rev. Dr. Dorothy Jeffery, and Rev. Graham will be 
participating, perhaps physically distanced here at the church.  
 
 

General Secretary, General Council 
Nora Sanders has been the General Secretary of The United Church of Canada since 
2006 and is retiring October 31st.  The Rev. Michael Blair who has served as the Executive 
Minister for Church in Mission (a Senior Leadership position) at the General Council Office 
for the past twelve years has been chosen to succeed Nora, beginning the position 
November 1st. 

 
 
Thrift Shop reopened Sept. 17th 
 
The Thrift Shop opened with COVID barriers, masks and lineups – both staff and 
customers were happy to be back - in the “new normal”.  The Thrift Shop re-opening plan, 
included items such as: no more than four (4) volunteer staff in the Thrift Shop at a time, 
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no more than three (3) customers in the shop at the 
same time, and a maximum of five (5) persons in the 
choir room where pricing and sorting is done.   
 
We have installed plexiglass at the cash counter and 
marked off waiting lines outside the church.  The fitting 
rooms have been removed, as the trying-on of clothing 
or footwear is not allowed.  Carpet has been removed, 
the floor painted, and the shoes have been moved to 
a more accessible area.  Sanitizer, gloves and masks 
are made available and handed out by one volunteer 
staff person at 
the door who 
also keeps 
track of names 

and phone numbers for contact tracing.  Donations 
are being received weekday mornings only at the 
west narthex (by the church office), preferably by 
appointment, put in a bin and not dealt with until the 
following week.  Only two bags or boxes per person 
at a time are allowed! 
 
Since the closure of the shop in the middle of 
March, it has been a long wait for our active group of approx. 25 “Thrifties”.  Shop 
coordinator, Janet Babey, has stayed in touch with all of them, making sure to phone each 
of them every week, checking to see how they were doing.   Many of the ladies live alone 
and working in the shop was an important social activity in their lives.   Meanwhile, in the 
shop itself, Gwen Morse found it to be a great spot to isolate safely, coming in at least once 
a week, where she gradually worked her way through the racks and shelves, pulling older 
items and tidying/organizing as she went.  

 
 We were able to bring most of the “Thrifties” together on 
June 18th for a “bring you own lunch/bring your own chair” 
social event at Suncrest Park on a lovely sunny day.   
 
With the news that the shop could reopen safely, activity 
ramped up.  A big thank you goes to Justin who has been 
cleaning and helping in the rearranging of displays and 
shelves.  Several of the staff have come in to help with the 
flurry of tasks.  With the COVID guidelines in effect, the 
ongoing sorting and pricing of donations must be done on 
separate days, with staff physically separated as well.  
Many of the staff have reluctantly chosen not to return at 
this time, for health and age-related reasons (with a few 
exceptions, virtually all of the staff are over 70!), but those 
who are returning are all excited to be open again.  We 
hope that you will come to shop – and find new treasures. 
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Community Lunch   
Although there were a few volunteers 
ready to consider re-starting the 
Community Lunch, it will unfortunately not 
be able to go ahead at this time.  If it had 
gone ahead, it would have been a take-
out lunch only, with limited volunteers and 
distribution to be monitored, but we do not 
have the resources to make it work.  We 
will continue to revisit it, and see if we can 
resume the lunch at some other time in 
the future. 
 

 

Food Drive 
We are hosting a Community 

Thanksgiving Food Drive for the Greater 

Vancouver Food Bank Society on 

Saturday, October 10th. It will be a no-

contact, drive-through event.  We are 

seeking church volunteers to unload. But, 

more importantly, we need everyone to 

spread the word to friends and 

neighbours in the community to bring 

non-perishable food or cash donations.   

Mayor Hurley will join us! 

 
 

  


