
Sabbatical Reflections 
Let’s start at the very beginning, it’s a very good place to start ... - Maria “The Sound of Music”

I wanted to make space for myself to enter into my sabbatical time, so I left town on July 1st. I 
spent a day in Squamish and then a week in New Brunswick (with a day in Prince Edward Island), 
followed by a three-week road trip through BC, Alberta and Saskatchewan. I was back in town for 
most of August and September and then left to spend a week in Mexico, followed by two weeks in 
Toronto, during which I officiated at my brother’s wedding. 

It really wasn’t until the 10th week of my sabbatical that I felt I was beginning to rest; I was weary. 

I spent a lot of time visiting with colleagues, reading books, curling, visiting and singing. I 
experienced ministry in a variety of places in Canada, I spent time with Indigenous Educators 
talking about Acknowledgment, I took a 
Mental Health First Aid Course, and I 
spent a lot of time thinking about all of you 
here at Jubilee.

I am really happy to be back! I have 
missed you all!
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Minister’s Musings

INDIGENOUS RELATION ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
We acknowledge that we gather on the ancestral 
and unceded territories of the hənq̓ə̓minə̓m̓ and 
Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh speaking peoples.

*pronounced Halkomelem and Squamish

Rev. Graham’s Personal Learnings: 
1. People took on tasks while I was away; I do not have to 

take all of those tasks on.

2. Not perfect can be good, and sometimes perfect in its 

own way. There is more than one best way to do 
something; I still have things to learn.


3. My health is important. Balance is good and helps me be 
a better person and minister. I hope to continue to live 
into a more balanced life.


4. I do not always need to be the first person in and last 
person out.


Rev. Graham’s Professional Learnings: 
1. I missed you! I truly did miss my Jubilee family during 

this time away.

2. I have a renewed commitment to our relationship 

together.

3. The way that we acknowledge our Indigenous relations 

will change to better represent the people immemorial.

THANK YOU!! 
To all of you here at Jubilee United Church for the opportunity to take this sabbatical time. I am 
so grateful for all of you, and though I cannot name everyone who deserves recognition,  I will 

name the following: Colin, Arzina, the Council, M&P, the Lay Supervision Team, Randolph, Brian, 
Dorothy, and all those who continued to volunteer your time to ensure that the work of Jubilee 

continued on. I feel that I am returning to Jubilee renewed for the work which is before us.



2

JUBILEE UNITED CHURCH DECEMBER 2019

PHOTO COLLAGE 
The pictures below show a random selection  

of some of the things I did over the past 5 months.  
There are pictures from my time in Moncton, NB and PEI (including Hopewell Rocks),  

some friends I saw during my road trip, some pictures of my time in Mexico  
and my brother’s wedding. 
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