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Associate Minister’s Message 

 
I would like to thank everyone for the diverse ways in 

which members of this community live their faith and 

promote this prayerful, supportive space that we 

enjoy together. There are far too many people who 

set up tables, serve the wider community,  prepare 

for coffee time, lead prayer, bring gifts of music, 

repair our facilities, mow the lawn, water the flowers, 

prepare the recycling,  lead special events, provide 

leadership, encourage our youth, provide 

transportation and visit those in need in hospitals and care facilities, for them all to be 

mentioned by name. This congregation has a strong and faithful core that make our life 

together possible and it is my honor to have this opportunity to thank you for your service. 

In fact, I would like to thank all of you who worship, work, eat and pray with us to form this 

community that we love so much. 

This past spring and summer have not been without challenges, and health concerns have 

been among them. We continue to pray for our custodian Justin who is still awaiting 

surgery to address serious medical issues. We hired a new office manager this past spring 

and Arzina, who filled the position, has proven to be a blessing. Our formal search for a 

music director is underway. We have been fortunate to have a wide selection of musicians 

these past few months, giving us a firmer communal understanding of what we want in a 

musical director. Feedback suggests that organ music might be less important than vocal 

and choral leadership.   

Our facilities continue to host congregations from two other denominations, plus a 

preschool and day care, in addition to various community groups and organizations. We 

trust that our facilities will continue to find valuable uses within our larger community, 

granting us ever increasing opportunities to meet and enter into relationship with a diverse 

cross-section of people who do not routinely worship with us on Sunday mornings. Special 

events also continue to provide us with opportunities to form relationships with the wider 

community. The Fun-Raisers had a very successful and entertaining Spring Fiesta, which 

was also a valued fundraising event.  We can expect more 

of the same from this year’s Black and Bling Evening.  Our 

Thrift Shop has re-opened for the Fall to continue our long 

tradition of providing value and a strong ethical example.  

The Community Lunch continues to be served on Tuesday 
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year-round.  By the time you read this newsletter, Rumble on Gray will have already 

occurred, I will predict that it will be an unparalleled success. I have every confidence in 

our ability to reach out to the larger community and forge deeper bonds with the people 

that we find there. 

As a congregation, we have undoubtedly missed the leadership of the Reverend Graham 

Brownmiller these past months, and yet, we have been reminded of our commitment to 

this community and we have lived in the love and support of one another.  As your 

associate minister, it has been an honor to serve you all during this challenging but exciting 

time.     

Colin Brown 

 

Learning Support Team (LST) for Colin Brown 

The United Church of Canada describes the role of the LST “is to support the student 
minister as the student minister seeks to grow personally, intellectually, professionally, 
spiritually, and in social awareness”.  
 
During his Supervised Ministry Education (SME) experience at Jubilee, our Associate 
Minister, Colin is supported by the LST comprised of Barb Tunnicliffe, Chair and Nancy 
Baird, Bill Gilpin and Glo McArter.  
 
In June of 2018, the team entered into a Learning Covenant with Reverend Graham 
(educational supervisor), and Colin (student minister) that is a commitment to work, learn 
and grow together. While Graham is on sabbatical, Reverend Bruce McAndless-Davis is 
Colin’s educational supervisor. 
 
Colin, Graham and the LST have been required to set learning goals based on the concept 
that we are all lifelong learners living the experience of enrichment and personal challenge.  
Examples of learning goals are: growing in faith, understanding of ministry and the United 
Church, relationship, dealing with conflict, managing stressors, giving feedback.  
 
LST meetings with Colin include prayerful connection, theological reflection and feedback 
on sermons, theological reflection on pastoral visits and congregational events, 
experiences and issues with people, situations, and evaluation of priority/task/time 
management.  
 
The LST is thankful for the input provided by the congregation as you also have made a 
covenant to support Colin in his learning experience. The LST shares appreciation with 
Colin of his successes and respectfully discusses areas inviting growth and further 
development.    
 
With Colin’s mid-term evaluation recently completed, the LST looks forward to continued 
shared learning and grace-filled experiences that both honor his strengths and increase 
mutual awareness of what is needing attention. 
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Associate Minister’s Report (as SME student) 

Thank you all for the help that you have generously offered me over the past fifteen months. I have 

completed the first year of my SME (Supervised Ministry Experience) and I expect that I will be 

with Jubilee United Church at least until June of next year. I still hope to be ordained at next year’s 

Pacific Mountain Region’s Council Meeting, after which, I will begin training specific to Military 

Chaplaincy. 

In recent months, I have missed working with my friend and mentor the Reverend Graham 

Brownmiller, but I believe that this challenging time has served me well. I expect that continuing to 

fulfill my duties in Graham’s absence and preparing for our Lead Minister’s return, will further 

prepare me for competent civilian ministry and military chaplaincy. 

Over the next few months, I intend to redouble my efforts in learning and carrying out the functions 

of a civilian minister with special focus on administration, planning and pastoral relationships. If 

any of you have any advice to offer or would like a visit, please call the office, call (or text) my cell 

at 778-677-4955.                                          Blessings. Colin 

 

Youth News from Barb and the CE Team 

This September the youth will be delving into the “Season of Creation” to accompany the 

worship theme.  They will work on a panel for the downstairs hall as part of their projects 

– so watch for a presentation in worship before it is installed.  

Discussion around how to live with respect in Creation will be the focus of Sunday 

mornings, along with creating a presentation for the Sunday School and starting a 

congregational “green” project.  If you have any special stories, projects or ideas to share 

with them on this topic, please let us know. 

October will focus on “Super Heroes”, with Jesus leading the pack and all of us 

looking for heroic actions to take part in.  Let us know who your super heroes 

have been….from parents to leaders to faithful folks in your life.  We will provide 

some story sheets for you to fill in on Thanksgiving, so think about who has been 

a hero to you! 

Watch for a fall baking and Christmas gift sale….treats for your heroes or family! 

Thanks for all the support Jubilee has given our youth – we appreciate you!!     

                                                                                                                       

Sunday School --Leaders in training 

Good news!!   Two of our teens, Emma Brown and Erin Gould will be taking on the 

positions of assistant Sunday school leaders this fall. They will participate in the planning 

& supervision of our Sunday school program on the 2nd & 4th Sundays, and will participate 

and assist with youth group on the 1st & 3rd Sundays.  As they give their gifts to JUC, they 

will also build up volunteer hours for their Secondary School requirements.  What a joy to 

have these two start up our new leadership training program!!!   Keep them in your prayers 

& give them a word of encouragement and gratitude. 



 
 

September 2019                                Jubilation                                            Page 4 

Transitional Council Message 
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? (Isaiah 43:19; 

NRSV) 

Change is all around us. This newsletter comes out as we prepare to change from a 

pleasant Summer into Autumn, from an earlier service to the more normal time, from one 

style of worship to another. The Transitional Council works to provide a guiding structure 

and shape somewhere between the Trustees and the various working committees and 

groups. Since the last newsletter we have held four meetings before our summer hiatus. 

Minutes of all our meetings are available on the church web site. 

Remembering that we are led by God and Jesus we begin our meetings centering 

ourselves in a spiritual study and the guidelines for respectful communication before 

turning to the business of the meeting. That business is a mix of bureaucratic elements 

since we are the governing body, and conversations around direction and congregational 

health. 

During this year we have adopted various enhancements to the governance manual (again 

available from our church web site) and changes to our fees. 

The past six months have been particularly dynamic regarding staffing. Arzina Bhanvadia 

is hard at work in our office and many have had the opportunity to work with her. For Justin 

Harvey, it is still unclear how his health is working out and what impact that will have on 

employment. This lack of clarity makes it difficult to find appropriate cover. In the meantime, 

we have had casual/part-time help, plus an external contract providing custodial support. 

Thanks also to the congregation for their various pieces of help in these areas. With 

Marcus Petrunia’s resignation, we have been offered an opportunity to revisit our desires 

for music ministry. Our Worship over the past few months has been enriched by a variety 

of styles which help us clarify our vision. The actual search for a new music staff member 

or team is well underway. 

Quite some time was involved in preparing for Rev. Graham’s sabbatical. He has now 

been on sabbatical for two months; we are glad that he is getting this opportunity to renew 

himself.  A big thank you to our Associate Minister, Colin, and many others for their hard 

work and stepping up to the challenges associated with a sabbatical. 

In the fellowship hall we have been able to see the photographs showing the new building 

arising. It is sometimes hard to understand the scale of a project such as this. Currently 

things are proceeding broadly to plan. If you are in the area of Sussex & Grange, why not 

take a moment to have a look! 

As we come back together after summer I look forward to continued conversations as we 

perceive all this newness around us. 

Blessings to all 

Bill Medland, Chair of the Transitional Council  
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Send-off for Sabbatical, June 30th 

Rev. Graham was wished a happy and fulfilling 

Sabbatical term following his final service in June.  

The after-church fellowship time featured PIE 

(Graham’s favourite food): apple and berry pies 

and also pizza.  There was lots of food, for sure, 

and lots of FUN.   Presentations came from the 

Sunday School children who bade him “See you 

Later, Alligator!”. The LST committee and Colin 

presented him with a 2 Minute Bible.  The 

Transition Council contributed “treats” to sustain 

him for the months away.   And the Youth Group 

dressed him in travel accessories specially 

selected from the Thrift Shop.   With all these 

“useful” items in hand, he was well prepared to set 

off!! 

We look forward to Graham’s return to his office 
November 19th and his return to worship leadership 
on Sunday December 1st.  
 

 

 

Sussex Site 
The construction of the new church on Sussex continues.  The shell of the church building 

was constructed by June, and by the end of August windows and outside panels were 

being installed. However, it will not be ready for occupancy until the adjoining condo tower 

is built.  Right now, progress on the underground parking for the tower is ongoing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jubilee Church at the corner of 

Sussex and Grange.   

The exterior cross is a feature of 

the building. 
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Nonagenarian (and Centenarian) Tea, June 23 

After the church service on Sunday, June 23, we honoured some special Seniors in our 

congregation.   Invitations were sent to 30 ladies and gentlemen who, as of 2019, are aged 

90 and over – that included 2 who are 100 years of age!   Nineteen of these incredible 

folks were able to attend, many accompanied by a family member.  Each table had a set 

of questions, allowing each of the seniors to relate some details of their long lives and their 

family.  The luncheon was organized by the Seekers UCW unit who set up, decorated 

tables and provided a corsage/boutonniere for each attendee.  Sandwiches, fruit and 

sweets were served.  Many thanks to Janet Babey who looked after many of the details 

and who made sure that all the 90+’s were invited personally. 

 
            ↑ Mary Lou, Pearl and Peggy                        Brian and  Joyce B ↓                                              
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Congratulations  

to Rev. Carla Wilks who was ordained 

June 2nd at the Pacific Mountain Region 

meeting held in Langley.  She is serving 

as full-time associate minister at Mount 

Seymour United Church in North 

Vancouver.  On Sunday June 23, Rev. 

Wilks was welcomed at Jubilee United, 

where she delivered the sermon.  Rev. 

Graham presented her with a stole from 

our congregation. 

There will be a covenanting service at 
Mount Seymour United on Sunday, 
October 6 at 4:00 pm 
 
 

 
June 23, JUC – Carla with her parents, 

Morgan and Susan 

 

 
Ordination group June 2nd, Langley  

 
On Carla’s right is Rev. Jay Olson, current president of Pacific Mountain Region, who conducted 

Carla’s ordination ceremony.  This was particularly special for Carla, who served as chair of South 

Burnaby’s amalgamation team, working closely with Rev. Jay, interim minister 2014 - 2017. 
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Family Fiesta at JUC, May 25th 

The Fun-Raisers organized the annual Spring family event this year as a Fiesta with 

Mexican theme.  The Baird family served a taco bar, and assorted cupcakes for dessert – 

delicious!!   

The children had a 

special area with 

games, crafts, and a 

pinata to break!  After 

dinner, a DJ provided 

us with great dance 

and sing-a-long music.   

There was a full house 

and we had a great 

time!!!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events for 2019 – Mark your Calendars!! 

Pancake Breakfast: Sat. Oct 5, Jubilee Hall from 8:00 until noon 
$7.00/adult; $3.00/child 6-12; under 6, free.  Scouting/Guiding members in 
uniform half price when accompanied by an adult diner. 
People/families willing to help with this event are asked to contact Dave Ellis 
(604-327-7734) 

 
Black & Bling evening:  Sat. Nov. 2nd, Jubilee Hall, Doors at 6:00, dinner at 6:30  

$25 each or $200 per table of 9  
An elegant dinner with wonderful entertainment by Caviar and Lace. The hall transforms 
into a sparking dinner club.  Dress up in your finery to enjoy a classy evening. 

 
 
Breakfast with Santa: Sun. Dec. 15th, Jubilee Hall, for our Jubilee 
families 
 
 

Thanks to the Fun-Raising Committee: Nancy Baird, Dave Ellis, Barry Morley, Marlene 
Rogerson, Bev Thacker, Barb Tunnicliffe 
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Jubilee Family Camp 2019 
 
The second annual Jubilee family camp took place August 29 to September 1 at Camp 
Olave on the Sunshine Coast, with 20 adults and 17 children and youth attending.  
Together we had lots of fun playing, eating and hanging out as a family.  At the beautiful 
coastal site called Galalina we had lots of opportunities to explore the beach when the tide 
was out as well to go swimming.  There were amazing sunsets each night.  Since there 
were no fire-bans we were able to have a campfire each night and even managed to do a 
wiener roast for one of our lunch 
meals.  The children loved playing 
with each other and running wild 
around the site.  The youth were 
amazing in supervising the children 
and making sure their wildness was 
safe.  Other activities included 
crafts, games, watching a movie, 
visiting the town of Sechelt, 
roasting marshmallows for s’mores, 
singing around the campfires, 
going on walks and just hanging out 
with each other.  Our youth 
organized and ran one of the 
evening vespers which was perfect.  
The camp was a fantastic 
experience, and everyone is 
looking forward to repeating it again 
next year. 
 

     Photo by Emma Brown 
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Rumble On Gray 

Rumble on Gray 2019, held on Sept. 14, was a 

success in spite of cool and cloudy weather.  This was 

the second year for this event since it was reactivated 

last year.  Historically, the Rumble was a legacy from 

South Burnaby United Church where it was held as a 

very successful street festival from 2001 to 2004.  

Now that we have it back, we hope it will continue on.   

This year we had 16 vendors in our hall, along with a 

cake walk & a bake sale, plus yummy carnival food: 

popcorn, candy floss, hotdogs, chips and 

pop.  For the children, there were games, 

face painting and a visit from a fire truck!  The 

fabulous band Rainshadow played, along 

with a number of local entertainers. This was 

special as Rainshadow was also the band to 

play at the very first Rumble on Gray back in 

2001.  Mayor Hurley dropped by for a visit 

and even sang with the band for us.   

Not only did the rain hold off, but quite a few 

of our neighbours dropped by to visit and 

expressed how much they enjoyed themselves.  Many thanks to all the volunteers who 

helped behind the scenes and during the event.  Teamwork made it a success! 

From: Debra Legge and Beau Bierhaus 

 


