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Lead Minister’s Message 
 

“Ah, September! You are the doorway to the season that awakens my soul …” 
(Peggy Toney Horton) 

 
Greetings in these waning days of Summer; 
 
I hope you have had some time to rest and relax during these past few months, finding in the 
midst of your lives moments where God reached out and spoke to you.  
 
As you read this, we are at the beginning of another church year; along with that comes many 
things. In these following pages you will see some news about the goings on of this vibrant 
church community known as Jubilee United Church. 
 
I can’t help but give thanks for the gifts of those who support the ministry of Jubilee as staff.  
You’ve been getting to know Colin Brown as he shows us the gifts and skills he brings; each 
Sunday you get a chance to witness the talents of Marcus Petrunia; Kathy Prasad offers amazing 
support to so many in the church community and beyond; and Justin Harvey 
keeps our buildings running and presentable to those who come in our doors. 
 
Thanks also to the many volunteers of the church, - so much of what we do 
couldn’t be done if it weren’t for you!  We greatly appreciate all of our 
volunteers. 
  
In the following pages you will find information about events happening this fall (Rumble on Gray, 
Black & Bling, Pancake Breakfast, Breakfast with Santa), and as always, other things will come 
up that we don’t know about at this point! 
 

One of the exciting things that is coming very soon is that on Sunday, 
September 16th (yes, the Sunday after Rumble on Gray!) we are having a 
Welcome Back Sunday - along with the MyungSung Congregation and First 
United Methodist Church!  Come for an engaging and energizing worship 
service, and bring something for a pot-luck lunch afterward!  
 

As a learning site for Colin, we (including me!) are continuing to be challenged to confront what 
we’ve “always done” and try new things.  I appreciate his willingness to try them, and all of your 
willingness to engage with them!  We know that there will be things that won’t feel comfortable, 
but we’re glad you’re open to trying them! 
 
Looking forward to what this year brings with excitement and joy! 
 
Blessings, Rev. Graham 
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Developing a new Ministry as your Associate Minister 
 
First of all, thank you for the warm welcome that I and my family have received at Jubilee United 
Church.  As a father I am optimistic about my children’s involvement with this church. I am very 
happy that Jubilee United has become our faith community, a place to worship and a place to 
enter into fellowship. 
 
I am every bit as excited about my professional pursuits at Jubilee United.   As you know, I am 
just at the start of a two-year SME (Supervised Ministry Experience), a two-year on-the-job 
training experience that I hope will conclude with my ordination by The United Church of Canada.  
I am also a Regular Force Member of The Royal Canadian Navy and at the end of my SME, I will 
return to more regular and active duties within the Navy as a United Church Chaplain. The Navy 
has very clear requirements in terms of things that they need me to learn and experience over 
these two years which include: 1) preaching and leading weekly services, 2) gaining experience 
with the sacraments and other event-based ceremonies (including but not limited to weddings, 
funerals and commemorative services) 3) teaching both children and adults regarding faith and 
Scripture and 4) establishing pastoral relationships and routines in the course of congregational 
ministry. This could include hospital, care facility, L’Arche and/or prison visits. 
 
Much of my early efforts here have been focused on weekly services and sermons. Scripture 
excites me, and I hope that comes through in my sermons.  Many of you have offered praise, 
support and even constructive suggestions. Please continue feel free to send any constructive 
suggestions through my Learning Supervision Team.  It is my fondest desire that I write and 
speak sermons close to your lives and close to your hearts so, please send the message on 
when I strike a chord or if there is something that you want me to speak more about. 
 
Sacraments and event-based ceremonies take time for gaining experience. Over the summer, I 
was privileged to officiate at a wedding and to say the words over a loving Christian who 
unexpectedly passed at Fair Haven.  Rev. Graham provided me with excellent direction (even 
when he was at a cottage in the Muskokas).  This sort of support from Graham and others allows 
me the opportunity to experience and lead the sorts of ceremonies that the military has directed 
me to learn.  
 
This Fall, I am planning a seven-part Bible study entitled The Bible as a Lens to our Lives. The 
study series will touch on topics like liberation theology, feminist theology, LGBT issues in 
reading one’s life through Scripture and, alternate leadership styles.  Scripture readings will come 
from Ruth, Genesis (the stories of Hagar), Judges (Can women be judges?), 2 Kings (Wise 
women in the Bible), a reading from at least one of Paul’s Letters and a reading from the Gospel 
of John (The Kingdom of God is a new way of seeing). For my first series I want the tone to be 
conversational, and I will ensure that coffee and tea will be waiting for you. This is not a scholarly 
event, and all are welcome. It is tentatively scheduled at 1300 hrs. Wednesday afternoons.   If 
Bible study interests you, but this timing does not work for you, please let me know. If there is 
sufficient interest, a second study time can be arranged. 
 
Lastly, pastoral relationships develop rather naturally in ministry, through the many meetings that 
we attend together, the community events, and our fellowship time after church on Sunday. At 
times a congregant may want or even need more. If ever you should want me to drop by just to 
pray or read a verse of Scripture with you, you only need to hint at it, and I would be happy to 
visit. You might even just want to invite me over (or out) for a cup of tea. I am happiest when I 
receive an opportunity to know you better. You might also know someone that cannot attend 
church regularly or has been otherwise under the weather - I would be happy to pay them a visit. 
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So, each of the parts of congregational life that the Navy would like me to experience over the 
next two years are already active and growing parts of my professional life. I am looking forward 
to getting to know all of you better, so that I might serve you better and grow as a Chaplain. God 
bless you all and know that my door is always open, or even when it is closed, it will soon be 
open. 
 
Blessings, 
Colin 
 
 
 
Learning Supervision Team (LST) for our 
 Associate Minister Colin Brown 
 
Colin began his 2-year Supervised Ministry Experience with us at the beginning of June and the 
congregation covenanted with him, the team, Rev Graham, and ourselves on June 24. 
 
LST Team Members :  Nancy Baird, Bill Gilpin, Glo McArter, Barb Tunnicliffe 
 
 This team will give regular reports to the congregation on Sunday mornings and be available at 
fellowship time for feedback & chatting.   So far, we have set learning goals and a learning 
covenant with Colin and Rev. Graham. Now we meet without Graham to support and accompany 
Colin, to provide feedback and to learn together. 
 
Each meeting includes the following agenda: 
Devotional, check in, follow up on learning goals, theological reflection and feedback on 
sermons, theological reflection on pastoral visits and congregational events, experiences and 
issues (if any), and evaluation of calendar/ time management. 
Members take turns providing devotionals and each have set learning goals of their own. We will 
take turns at chairing the committee during the two year term. 
 
Colin’s educational requirements involve many aspects of church life, pastoral care and forms of 
worship.  Jubilee UC has covenanted with Colin to provide a safe and loving place for learning 
and providing feedback.  (We all know that learning from mistakes is as valuable as learning from 
successes).  This will include trials and experiments in worship, in learning groups and in pastoral 
visitation.  Some of these experiments we will enjoy & perhaps some we will ponder together. 
 
It is essential that we remember that all this will require all of us to participate! 
Please feel welcome to talk with Colin or any member of the team at any time …. but especially 
on “Learning Sundays” when we arrange a team member to be present with Colin for chatting.  
Our next “Learning Sunday“ is September 23rd with Nancy Baird available to speak with you 
along with Colin. 
 
And please welcome the visits and chats Colin needs to share with you when he asks. 
We are blessed to share his gifts and journey with him. We may all learn a few things too!  
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The Thrift Shop has treasures for you! 
After a summer break, the Thrift Shop re-opens on 
Thursday, Sept. 6.  Janet Babey and her staff of 
volunteers have been busy getting ready with new 
items for your perusal.  The shop is open weekly on 
Thursdays from 10am to 2pm.   The shop sells good 
quality clothing and shoes, housewares, linens, 
books, games, toys, jewellery, collectables, artwork 
and more - at VERY reasonable prices.  Come and be 
surprised at what you might find.   
 
 

Great News!!  The Thrift Shop will be open for the Rumble on Gray, Sat. Sept. 15,  
11 am to 3 pm.  If you are unable to visit the shop on Thursdays, this is your chance to 
check out the bargains!!     
 
Donations of clean quality clothing and household goods continue to be accepted on 
Thursdays when the shop is open, as well as weekdays 10am to 1pm at the church office 
entrance. 
 
 
Sussex Site Construction 

If you have been by the Sussex Site 
in the past little while, you will see a 
very large hole! Currently we are 
awaiting the base of the crane which 
will signal the beginning of 
construction! We are anticipating 
access to the building in the fall of 
2020 or spring of 2021 – though, as 
you’ve seen, that may change! 

IIIIIIIIIIII 
WANTED 

CAKES and CUPCAKES 
September 15 

 
Any flavor 
Any shape 

Contact Linda Wray/Melissa White 
        IIIIIIIIIII  



 
 

September 2018                                Jubilation                                            Page 5 

Notes on the Building Projects              
 
In fall 2017 we applied 
for and received a grant 
from the Rick Hansen 
Foundation to do some 
work on accessibility. In 
early summer the ramp 
on the backside of the 
hall and the “Men’s 
Washroom” were 
demolished and re-
constructed. 
 

The ramp is better quality with fabricated pieces to make it more sturdy, and with the 
appropriate railings which are helpful for folks in both walkers and in wheelchairs.  

 
Knowing the optics of having to go to the backdoor, 
we tried to figure out another option than replacing 
the ramp which was already there. However, this 
proved impossible. Between logistics and city (non-) 
approvals, replacing the ramp was the best option we 
could come up with. In order to make a ramp for the 
front of the building we would have lost the entire 
lawn, and made a ramp that was over 100 ft in length, 
zig-zagging the entire front entrance. In the end, a 
person using that ramp would have had to walk 
further than using the ramp that was already in place. 
Please know that we considered all options, but went 
with the one that works best for us at this time. 
 
The former “Men’s Washroom” is now a single-use, 
gender-neutral, accessible washroom. It has been 
designed with all of the accessibility criteria in place, 
including a new toilet, sink, handrails and door. 
 
And finally, we have begun plans to construct  two 
new rooms in the basement of the hall. These will be 
for First United Methodist (FUMC) and Myung Sung 
(MSC) congregations for office and storage space. 
This is being done to make office space available for 

Colin, and for better office management for Jubilee UC. The spaces should be big 
enough for MSC and FUMC to both use the space as office, but also for meeting 
rooms and storage. We hope that this will be beneficial for us now and into the 
future. 
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Rumble On Gray 
 
A revitalized event from South 
Burnaby United Church’s history.  
This community fair was popular in 
the early 2000s and we are bringing 
it back.  This is a great time to invite 
the community so they can get to 
know us again as Jubilee United and 
show how welcoming we are. 
 
This community fair will be held on 
site at Jubilee United on Saturday, 
September 15, 2018 from 11:00 am 
to 3:00 pm.  We will have 
Rainshadow (a local band) playing.  
This band played at the very first 
Rumble on Gray.  We will also have 
a number of vendors, a tea room, a 
bake sale and a food truck.  The 
JUC Thrift Shop will be open.  You 
could win a cake at the Cake Walk 
or participate in our silent auction.  
There will be a children’s area with 
face painting, art and games.  It will 
be a fun family event.  We are 
looking for volunteers to help in different ways. Specifically, we are looking for people to 
contribute baked goods for the bake sale (contact Beau Bierhaus) and to contribute 
cakes for the cake walk (coordinators are Melissa White and Linda Wray).  In addition, 
we need folks to come (or stay) at 3pm to cleanup!! Contact Debra Legge or Beau 
Bierhaus, if you are available to help out.  Come on out and join us!  And bring your 
friends and neighbours! 

 
 
Family Matters 
 
Family Camp is taking place at Camp Olave from Thursday, August 30 to September 2, 
2018.  All our cabins are full and we are looking forward to a fun camp with lots of 
fellowship. 
 
Fall 2018 
We hope to start up having monthly gatherings of our families again.  Dates have not 
been set.  However, our Halloween party is set for Saturday, October 27.  Watch the 
bulletin for more details. 
 
Any questions please speak to either Debra Legge (debra_legge@hotmail.com) or Beau 
Bierhaus (cbierhaus@live.co.uk).   
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Mark Your Calendar!! 

The Fun-Raisers are at it again, with a schedule of great events! 
 
Black and Bling,  
Saturday, Oct. 20th,  6 PM to 9:30 PM 
Pull out your fancy clothes and dress up for 
dinner & entertainment with “class” 
$25/person or $200 /table of 9.    Tickets must be 
purchased in advance from Bev Thacker or the 
Church office.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pancake Breakfast,  
Saturday, Nov. 3rd,  8 AM to 12 PM 
Bring your appetite and your friends!! 
$7/adult, $3/child (age 6 to 12, inclusive), 
$0/child (5 and under) 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Breakfast with Santa,  
Sunday, Dec. 16th,  9 AM to 10 AM 
Open to members/families of Jubilee United.  
Bring your children or grandchildren!  
Tickets must be purchased in advance.   
Price: $5 per person, including children 
 
AND, looking ahead… 
 
The Burns’ Dinner will be held  
Saturday, January 26th, 2019 
 
  



 
 

September 2018                                Jubilation                                            Page 8 

“A Brief History of Time: WBUC” 
(submitted by Rev. Dorothy Jeffery) 

 
This September will be the 70th anniversary of the building of West Burnaby United 
Church on Sussex Ave.  When the corner stone was laid in 1948 a time capsule was 
deposited. A new church building for Jubilee United has been planned and is being built 
on the north portion of the site.  
 
We will have another opportunity to plant a time capsule when construction begins.  
What will we say?   
 
In order to recall and remember the history of West Burnaby United Church and its 
predecessor churches, a program of the history of WBUC will be presented October 3, 
2018 1 - 3 pm in the Jubilee Memorial Room.  This will be a talk and slide presentation 
with opportunities for your interaction.  Who is that in that old or not-so-old picture?   
What should we put in the new time capsule? 
 
Photos and descriptions of the contents of the 1948 time capsule will be part of the 
presentation.  The actual objects are fragile and may not be available.  This is an 
anniversary time of year as well as a welcome to fall programs, and several events will 
take place (Rumble on Gray September 15; Joint worship with resident congregations of 
JUC September 16).  After a worship service on an unspecified date the “1948 time 
capsule” will hopefully be featured during fellowship time. 
 
Everyone is invited on Oct. 3 - women, men, former WBUC folk and former SBUC folk. 
This is another opportunity to get to know each other through our histories. 
 
During the writing this piece for the JUC Fall newsletter, I have been talking to a number 
of former WBUC folk to gather their memories.  In the lead up time to October 3, if you 
have information, pictures, memories and hopes for the future you wish to share, please 
contact me. 
 
Several years ago a group of SBUC folk compiled the SBUC history and set up many 
photo albums.  Perhaps a future evening can bring people together again to look at 
these.  In my research I have found several interesting cross-overs between our two 
founding church communities and their people.  You may be able to add to these. 
 
Please join me for lively afternoon of remembering and looking to our future together as 
Jubilee United Church. 
 

“A Brief History of Time: West Burnaby United Church” 
A slide and talk presentation  

researched and delivered by Rev. Dorothy Jeffery 
at Jubilee United Church Memorial Room 

October 3, 2018, 1 - 3 pm 
 

Logistics and refreshments provided by the JUC Seekers Group  
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General Council 43 
 
Rev. Graham attended the 43rd General Council of The United Church of Canada the last 
week of July, in Oshawa, Ontario. Since 2012 he has served on the Executive of the 
General Council, and that role ends on December 31, 2018. 
 
Structural changes to the denomination were approved, therefore as of January 1, 2019 
there will be three courts (local community of faith, Region, Denomination) to the church 
instead of four (Congregations, Presbyteries, Conferences and General Council). This is 
work that has been in the works for a number of years, and it was good to have it feel as 
though it was coming to a point where it can now be implemented. 
 
The meeting was facilitated in a different model of business to ensure that more voices 
were heard. There were three sections: 1) a listening session for clarification about the 
issue(s), 2) a discussion session with 4 table groups gathered together (which enabled, 
or at least encouraged, everyone’s voice to be heard), and 3) a decision session.  
 
During the discussion session there were notes recorded of the conversations, and then 
a facilitation team of elders took all of those notes and during the decision session 
offered back a report on each of the items of conversation. This enabled more voices to 
be heard, and a direction to be offered which may not be consistent with the original 
motion. 
 
Approximately 350 commissioners gathered to do this important work, joined by many 
guests from partner denominations in Canada, the USA, and internationally. During the 
week we also had two intercultural observers who spoke back to the church about things 
which they may wish to ponder their actions and behaviours, based on experiences of 
the week. 
 
A holy moment happened on Friday night, just moments before we were to finish the 
work of the Council; a breaking open of the space for voices of Racialized members to 
speak their truths to the gathered church. Though some saw it as an interruption, it was 
holy discombobulation and a chance for a wound to be opened, and a scar to begin to 
heal. 
 
The 44th Moderator, The Right Rev. Richard Bott, was elected from amongst 10 
nominees. Moderator Richard is a Vancouver based colleague who most recently served 
Pacific Spirit United Church in Vancouver (the amalgamation of Ryerson and Dunbar 
Heights United Churches), and prior to that, Golden Ears United Church in Maple Ridge. 
He will serve until the 44th General Council in 2021 to be held in Calgary. 
 
 
Where in the World Has Marcus Been?  
 
Our Music Director returned at the beginning of August from an amazing trip with Chor 
Leoni Men’s Choir to Singapore and Bali, where the choir competed at 2 international 
choir festivals.  At the Singapore International Choral Festival they won Gold in 3 
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categories (Men’s Voices, Musica Sacra and Folklore) and were invited to sing at the 
Grand Finale concert in the Esplanade Concert Hall, nicknamed the “Durian Hall,” 
because although it was designed to resemble a microphone, it strangely resembles a 
giant durian fruit.  At the Bali International Choral Festival, they won again – gold medals 
in both of the categories entered (Male Choir and Musica Sacra) – as well as a special 
excellence award for choreography.   As Marcus tells us, “It was an absolutely amazing 
experience to compete with Chor Leoni in these competitions.  Not only did we spend the 
better part of this past year learning these songs, we spent a lot of time perfecting these 
songs, and giving them the finesse they needed to be competition worthy.  Of course, 
competitions are not just about the classes and awards, it’s a place where people of 
common interests are able to come together, on the world stage … something most choir 
members are never able to do.  We got to spend time with choirs from around the world 
and cheer each other on.  What an experience it was!!” 
 

 The Chor Leoni choir at the Closing Ceremonies of the Bali International Choir Festival at the 
World Peace Gong Park.  It was a celebration… there was fire, there were fireworks & lasers, 
and quite the procession for the trophy! 
 
Getting to know Marcus a little better:  Marcus Petrunia hails from Southern 
Alberta, where he studied piano from an early age and sang in several noted choirs.  He 
received a B.Mus. in piano performance from the University of Lethbridge.  He was 
involved in musical theatre, directing productions in Cardston, AB.  Since his move to 
BC, he has been finding more and more musical avenues to explore.  He has been 
Music Director at South Burnaby United/Jubilee United since 2015. 
 
When he is not providing beautiful music and directing the choir here at JUC, Marcus 
leads an interesting (and musical) life. In addition to singing with Chor Leoni, he sings 
with the Vivaldi Chamber Choir, where he is also assistant conductor.  For the past 4 
years he has been the accompanist for the BC Boys Choir.  He spent 3 months this past 
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spring as accompanist and co-music director of the North Shore Light Opera Society 
production of Into the Woods.  In the winter, he was part of the ensemble choir Cor 
Flammae, and with them performed in an avant-garde production of King Arthur’s Knight, 
written and performed by a group that included people whose life experience includes 
Down Syndrome. 
 
He is an avid gardener, tending 2 community garden plots near his home in the West 
End, the plots producing roses, dahlias, lots of lettuce, arugula and other veggies.  He 
loves to experience the outdoors and enjoys long walks on the beach.  But did you know 
that he is also a genealogist, researching his Rusyn ancestors (ethnic group from the 
western Ukraine, northeast Slovakia, southeast Poland) as well as his ancestors from 
Newfoundland???  He has had his DNA tested in hopes of expanding his knowledge of 
where he comes from and who he is related to.  Just after returning home from Bali, he 
contacted a “match” and asked for information to determine how he was related.  It 
turned out that this match had been adopted and had no information other than his birth 
name and place.  With some clever sleuthing by Marcus and his cousin, after two days 
they placed him in the family tree, and then sent a family member to speak to his birth 
mother.  The next morning mother and son got to reunite, joyfully.  He’d love to tell you 
about his other explorations. 
 
 
A message from Marcus regarding choir      
 
The JUC choir will resume practices on Thursday evenings at 7 pm, 
beginning Sept. 6th.  If you enjoy music, and have ever sung in your life, 
please consider joining us.  We welcome all voices – soprano, alto, tenor 
or bass.  We will be preparing some anthems that you might know & love, 
and some that are brand new.  There will also be an opportunity for those 
who would like to join us just for Advent & Christmas music.   
Watch for an announcement regarding our Christmas music event – 
plans are in the works. 
 
 
Canada Day Church Picnic 
 

It was a sunny and 
bright day for our 
church picnic on 
July 1st at Burnaby 
Fraser Foreshore 

Park.   
Families arrived after the morning service and 
participated in all kinds of fun games such as egg 
and spoon, three-legged, water & sponge and 
sack races.  We had bubbles, badminton plus an 

obstacle race.  Of course, we had lots to eat.  Everyone had a fun time.  This could 
become a new tradition to welcome the summer.   
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First United Sandwich Making Comes to an End 
We have received the following message from First United 
Church regarding sandwich making.  Jubilee United Church 
(and its predecessors) have prepared sandwiches twice a 
month since 2002. 

The goal of the meal program at First United is to offer healthy, 
nutritious and appetizing options for the people we serve. In the 

past few years under the leadership of our new chef, Roberto Cannete and our long time 
program Director Keely Hale, we have upgraded our kitchen and practices to meet 
Vancouver Coastal Health standards.  Unfortunately accepting and serving pre-made 
homemade sandwiches from off-site does not meet the standard required.  We know that 
folks in our supporting congregations do their utmost to make sandwiches in a clean 
environment but we are unable to validate offsite kitchen conditions. 

  
Some sandwich making groups enjoy socializing together making sandwiches and we 
appreciate how important that community building time is for everyone involved.  I would 
be more than happy to visit your committees to discuss other ideas for getting together to 
assist First’s work.  
  
Some congregations have found sandwich making becoming more and more difficult and 
other options are more appealing. Donating kitchen basics – potatoes, onions, carrots, 
celery, large cans of tomatoes, spaghetti and sugar or flour could be an option.  Funding 
for a meal sponsorship may be another – $400 for breakfast, $600 for lunch and $800 for 
dinner plus the opportunity to come and serve it may appeal.  
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We greatly appreciate all that each person and congregation does to support our work – 
keep the people we serve in your prayers, donate time as a volunteer, give toiletries and 
towels to  the community help desk, fundraise for our services.  Whatever you do we 
know that you care and we are grateful. 
 
Lesley Anderson 
Director, Resource Development and Communication,  
First United Church 
 

Thank you to all who have supported this ministry. 
We will still be collecting socks, underwear, 
toiletries, blankets etc. for the ministry.  If you 
would like to contribute financially toward a meal 
sponsorship, those gifts will also continue to be 
received.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LATE BREAKING NEWS! 
 
Marc D’Anjou is coming to Vancouver! He will be offering musical leadership at Jubilee 
United Church on November 4th during worship and will be presenting recitals at Pacific 
Spirit United Church on Sunday, November 4th at their Sundays @ 3 program and Holy 
Rosary Cathedral on November 9th at 8:00 pm. We look forward to welcoming Marc back! 
 
Jubilee United Church is going to begin a drum circle – learn to find the rhythm in your soul, 
make music with others, and learn to listen to each other. Wednesday evenings 6:30 – 8:00 
September 19 | October 10 | November 14 | December 12 sliding scale $10-$20. 


