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Minister’s Message 
 

Happy First Anniversary, Jubilee United Church!  You might know that 
the traditional gift for a 1st Anniversary is paper, so here you are - a 
newsletter full of exciting information about things that are coming up in 
our life together. 
 
We are not the same persons this year as last; nor are those we love. It 
is a happy chance if we, changing, continue to love a changed person. 
(W. Somerset Maugham) 
 
Yes, there are some items of note regarding the past, but if you want 
more of that, you have the Annual Report to read.  

 
The newsletter has a new name, Jubilation, in hope that it will be a celebration of our 
congregation’s life together.   
 
This coming year at Jubilee will, no doubt, be marked by changes - for we are always a 
changing people.  It is important for us to engage in those changes together with 
openness and trust; trust that those suggesting the changes are listening to God, and 
faith in each other that we are always making change for the benefit of the church. 
 
I don’t know what those changes are yet, nor do any of the folks in leadership, but we 
promise that we will communicate, as we always do.  
 
In the following pages I pray that you might be inspired by the work of the church for the 
world, and by the courage of individuals to offer themselves again, and again.  Jubilee 
United Church could not exist without her volunteers, those who are members of the 
church and those who aren’t.  To all of you, thank you for helping us be witnesses in the 
world of the love of God. 
 
Peace, 
Rev. Graham Brownmiller 
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Evolve Youth Conference 
By Heather Wilks 
 
I went to a youth conference called 
Evolve in November.  It was held at 
Stillwood Camp and Conference 
Centre, Cultus Lake.  There were 
many youth from United Churches all 
over B.C.  I really enjoyed Evolve 
because I saw some people I knew 
before and met new people who are 
now good friends.   
 
At Evolve we shared cabins with 
about six other people.  For one of 
the activities we split into different 
groups of people around our age and 
each group went to a building.  Then 
those groups split into smaller 
groups in the room, we talked, got to 
know each other, and made crafts.  
The dining hall was really big and the 
food was awesome.   
 
There was another group activity 
with different topics and in mine we 
got to learn about ways to help 
people in need.  Donating money, 
food, clothes, fundraising, and more.  
There was also free time to hang out 
with friends.  There was also a room 
we went to and in there, there was a 
band that played music about God 
and our true selves and everyone sang together.   There were a lot more awesome 
activities too.  At the end there was a big dance.  The dance was cool because instead of 
the room being super loud and nobody being able to talk to each other, we all had 
headphones on.  The headphones played the music and we could dance, and when we 
wanted to talk to each other, we just took the headphones partly off. They also had a 
photo booth, where we could dress up and have pictures taken with our friends.  It was 
the best camp ever! Thank you for supporting me so that I could go! 
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Core Ministry Group: Worship 

Easter Week services  

March 29th, 5 pm: Maundy Thursday one-pot potluck dinner in the Hall.  
A Tenebrae worship service is part of the meal.  Please come and share. 
 
March 30th, 10:30 am: Good Friday observance.  The United Churches of 
Burnaby joint service at Deer Lake United Church. 
 
April 1st: 8:00 am: Easter Sunday early morning outdoor service (Gray Ave lawn) 
   Followed by congregational breakfast together and an egg hunt for the families 
   10:30 am: Easter Sunday morning service in the sanctuary 
 
A Message from Marcus and the Choir  

Our Christmas cantata, although a lot of work, was a pleasure to present.  
And we were delighted that it was so well received by the congregation, 
including Donna Dawson who heard it while in hospital. (She had her car 
accident while en route to choir practice, so missed singing with us.) 
 
Preparation is now underway of music for Lent and Easter.  The worship 

theme for Lent is “The Lord’s Prayer”.  Each Sunday, the choir will be offering a version 
of “Our Father”.  As occurred at Christmas, we are hoping that there will be some folks 
who like to sing and would be willing to join us to learn special music for Palm Sunday, 
Good Friday and Easter, or as many of these services that you might be able to attend.  
If this sounds like something that you would be interested in, join us at regular choir 
rehearsals on Thursdays at 7:00 pm, beginning Feb. 15th.   
 
And one more request:  anyone who would like to do a special music presentation on a 
Sunday, please speak to Marcus.  Your participation would be really appreciated. 
 
Sunday Services - Lay Participation 
Since January, the Worship Core Ministry Group has been recruiting people to take part 
in Worship: greeting, reading Scripture, leading prayer, taking up offering, and serving 
Communion.  Christina Burge has made up a comprehensive schedule for all these folks 
up to the end of June.  Copies have been sent out to participants and there is a copy 
posted in the photocopy room.  The Worship Group is looking for someone to continue 
this scheduling task. 
 
Please attend on your scheduled Sunday, prepared to take your part.    The church 
bulletin lists who is doing each of these duties.  The weekly announcements, sent out 
usually on Friday by e-mail, also list those taking part on Sunday.  If you find that you are 
unable to do your turn, please exchange with someone else on the list.  There will be no 
official reminders, with the exception of those reading Scripture.  Kathy will send each 
reader a copy of the readings for the week.  If you would like to take a part in the Sunday 
worship, please speak to Rev. Graham, Christina Burge, Dorothy Jeffery or Barb 
Tunnicliffe. 
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Marc D’Anjou returns March 4th! 

We welcome Marc D’Anjou, organist of Notre-Dame Basilica-
Cathedral of Quebec City, and formerly at SBUC, who will be 
joining us for our Sunday March 4th worship service, offering 
music along with our own Marcus Petrunia.   We look forward to 
wonderful music!  Be sure to attend church that Sunday! 
 

 

Core Ministry Group: Learning 

Lenten Lunches 

Beginning Feb. 14th, Ash Wednesday, Lenten Lunches are taking place in 
the Jubilee Hall from 12 noon to 1 pm.  See the full program for speakers 
and topics on the last page of this newsletter. 
Many thanks to the volunteers who are making soup, buying supplies, 
setting tables, serving and cleaning up!!  We could not do it without you. 
 

 
Tuesday Bible Study with Dorothy Jeffery 
 

Bible Study continues on Tuesdays from 1:00 – 3:00 pm in the June Burritt 
lounge in the JUC Hall.  We are currently studying the book of Micah.  This 
is a relatively short book which is highly valued for its insights on justice 
which continue to be relevant today.    

 
Please join us for lively discussion of the biblical story, ancient and contemporary issues 
of justice, and learning about the Bible.   A set of questions for each week can be made 
available to you at the meeting or in advance.  If you want to catch up on previous 
sessions, copies of questions and discussions are also available.  All levels of biblical 
knowledge are welcome – beginners to scholar.  Bring your favourite version of the Bible 
or one can be supplied. 
 
Our meeting schedule takes a break for Lent so your time is freer to attend Lenten 
Lunches on Wednesdays.  Bible Study resumes after Easter, beginning April 10 and 
running to May 15.  Check with leader Reverend Dorothy Jeffery for unscheduled breaks. 
 
Bible Study at the Mulberry 

 
A faithful gathering of Jubilee United Church folk and friends have been meeting with 
Marie Paul, our theology student, for a Bible study of Exodus this fall.  Exodus tells 
foundation stories of being called by God, and being liberated by God.  In the group we 
also share our stories of call and liberation.  Through it all we experience God's 
presence, sometimes through the power of singing hymns!  Whether we sing on key or 
not, we make a joyful noise.  Join us in the Mulberry, on Acorn at Kingsway.  Now we 
meet, on alternate Thursdays at 2 pm:  February 8 & 22, and March 8 & 22. 
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Core Ministry Group: Service 

The Thrift Shop is a Busy Place! 

The Thrift Shop is open on Thursdays from 10 am to 2 pm, from 
September to June.  We welcome your support as a customer and in 
providing donations of good quality clothing and household items.  
Income from the shop continues to grow each year and is used to support 
the church and community groups.  Keep those donations coming! 

Thursdays at Thrift are a hive of activity.  Currently, the roster shows about 27 volunteers 
from both the congregation and the surrounding community.  On any Thursday, it takes 
at least 20 to operate the shop – sorting donations, pricing items for sale, displaying and 
tidying, operating the cash desk, etc.  Many of our staff are getting on in years or have 
health issues, so can only come for a few hours.  We welcome whatever hours 
volunteers are able to offer.  Recently, we have lost several longtime “regulars” to ill 
health, moving away, and other commitments.  And we often have a few volunteers who 
are away on specific weeks - on vacation or busy with family duties.   If the staff number 
is low, it makes it difficult to keep up with the volume of goods that need to be priced and 
displayed.  Therefore, are grateful to the several new folks who have joined us since the 
New Year.  A big thank you goes out to coordinator Janet Babey and to everyone who 
has been a part of this thriving enterprise. 
 
 
Sandwiches for First United Church 

A small but loyal group of men and women participate in one of 
Jubilee’s outreach projects:  making sandwiches for distribution at 
First United Church.  These sessions (usually) happen on the 2nd 
Monday and 4th Thursday of the month.   Preparation is done in the 
June Burritt Lounge in the Jubilee Hall.  The action begins at 9:00 am. 

Any women or men who would like to assist with sandwiches are more than welcome to 
join.  Traditionally, the women have worked on Mondays and the men on Thursdays, but 
there is no rule that says it has to stay that way.  Just show up and offer your help.  
Check the weekly bulletin for date(s). 

The project relies on donations of cash.    The annual cost of the sandwich project 
($2,200 in 2017) far exceeds the amount that comes in.  In 2017, the shortfall was just 
over $1,300.  The UCW has made up the shortfall from their funds each year.  Donations 
may be made through your Sunday offering (mark the donation specifically for 1st United 
Sandwiches).  Thanks for your help!   
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Community Lunch 

The Community Lunch happens every Tuesday from 11:00 am 
(with coffee) and lunch 12:00 - 1:00 pm.  Blanche Cleve 
coordinates a faithful group of folks who prepare the weekly meal, 
usually soup or a pasta dish. The Lunch is also open to anyone 
who would like to come and eat!   Join us on a Tuesday – you are 
more than welcome.  (And stay for Bible Study at 1:00 pm, if you 
wish.)   

There is a need for 1 or 2 additional people to help with meal preparation.  In addition, 
Blanche says that food donations will also be accepted.  They can use canned items that 
would be suitable for making soup or casseroles.  If you have perishable items, please 
speak to Blanche, to see if to see if they can be of use. 
 
 

Core Ministry Group: Belonging 

 
A warm welcome to Jubilee from the new “Connection Team” 
 

We at Jubilee are into our second year as an 
amalgamated congregation.  Hospitality is one of our 
collective values, as is inclusiveness.  Many of us will 
remember how each founding congregation 
expressed those values, so in the fall of 2017 a small 
group gathered to re-invigorate intentional welcoming.  
The Connection Team was (re-)born.  Every Sunday 
there are now one or two people who intentionally 
welcome through conversation with new comers, and 
new people in their lives.  As a new congregation 

there are still people we don’t know from the other founding congregation.  They too are 
NEW comers.   
 
The Connection Team persons signed up for the day wear will their name tag (as we 
hope you all will) plus wear a yellow “Welcome. How can I help you?” tag.  Unlike the 
greeters at each entrance who do a fine job giving the weekly bulletin and have to stay at 
their “post”, the Connection team person is free to engage in longer conversations, 
wander where they can best welcome, and offer more detailed assistance to any 
requests.  They also help people to find the coffee spot and a conversation partner.  We 
hope this adds to the welcoming and helpful atmosphere at Jubilee United Church. 
 
If you want to share ideas about how this welcoming was done 
at your root congregation and if you want to join the team, 
please speak to Dorothy Jeffery or Barb Tunnicliffe. 
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After-Service Coffee & Fellowship Time 

Dave Ellis has taken over the organization of the after-church coffee time 
teams.  There are presently 7 teams who have taken on the task of 
preparing goodies and beverages for us in the Hall.  He has set up a 
schedule that runs to the end of April.  It can be found posted in the 
church kitchen (and has been sent to each of the team leaders).   

Dave is still looking for a few more folks to offer to help.  A couple of the teams are quite 
short of members.  This would only require that you are “on duty” once every 7 weeks.  
Please speak to Dave or let Kathy in the office know if you are willing.  The work of all the 
Sunday volunteers is greatly appreciated.  
 
Family Matters 

Family Matters was busy in the fall at our second annual Halloween Party with 
lots of fun stations and prizes for the kids.  In November, a “paint night” was 
held for the adults in the hall and it was lots of fun.  We have about 8 to 10 
families who regularly participate in our events.  On February 3 – 4, we had a 
potluck and movie night for the families.  While the little kids were watching 

their movie, the older kids had a paint night with a local artist.  Then the older kids stayed 
for a sleepover and, after making breakfast, attended church in their pyjamas.  March 10 
will be our next Family Matters gathering.  Watch for details.  (Debra Legge and Blanche 
Cleve are the coordinators of the Family Matters events.) 
 
Women’s get-togethers 

In the fall, events held for women of the congregation included chair yoga and interesting 
presentations thanks to guest presenters Dr. Glo McArter and Rev. Dorothy Jeffery. 
 
The chair yoga has become a weekly event and is open to anyone, from within the 
church or from the community.  Instructor Julie Lee provides a one hour session every 
Wed. afternoon, by donation to cover the cost of instruction.  Time: 1:00 – 2:00 pm, but 
changing to 1:30 – 2:30 during Lent (after each of the 6 weekly Lenten Lunches). 
 
The UCW executive continues to meet quarterly to discuss programs and finances.  
Keep an eye on the Sunday bulletin regarding forthcoming events for women – topics 
and dates TBA. 
 

Do You Have a Green Thumb?  

Our new custodian, Justin, is keen to get out into the garden come spring.  

He would like to see some bedding plants, some trimming of bushes, some 

planters, etc.  He is aware that there have been some people who have done 

some gardening work from time to time and he would like to identify them, as 

well as to encourage any others who might like to come out and help beautify 

the church property.  Justin is just learning how to care for plants and would appreciate 

any help and advice.  Speak to him weekday mornings (Monday to Thursday) or on 

Sunday morning. 
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Upcoming Events from the Fun-Raising Committee 

The committee is at it again!  2018 looks like another year of fun, food and fellowship.  

Having hosted a successful Robbie Burns dinner in January, they have announced the 

dates and special events for the rest of 2018.   Mark your calendars! 

 

Pancake breakfast:  Sat. April 14th, Jubilee Hall from 8:00 am to noon 

$7.00/adult, $3.00/child 6-12, under 6 free.  Scouting/Guiding members in 
uniform may eat free accompanied by an adult diner.   
People/families willing to help with this event are asked to contact Dave 
Ellis (604-327-7734) 

 
 
Rock & Roll Revival & dinner:  Sat. May 26th, Jubilee Hall 

Join us in a 50’s diner for great music from the era of rock & roll with a 
special guest entertainer.  Add to the fun: dig out your old school sweater 
or poodle skirt!  Doors open at 6:00, dinner served at 6:45.  Tickets will be 
on sale in April; price $25.00. 

 
 
Pancake breakfast: Sat. Sept.22nd, Jubilee Hall, 8 am to noon 

 

Black & Bling dinner:  Sat. Oct 20th , Jubilee Hall (time and ticket details TBA) 

Come to an elegant dinner & fabulous entertainment as the hall transforms to a sparkling 
dinner club.  Dress in your finery to enjoy a classy evening! 
Fun-Raising Committee members are: Nancy Baird, Dave Ellis, Barry Morley, Marlene 
Rogerson, Bev Thacker, and Barb Tunnicliffe. 
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