Jubilee United Church News
September 2017

From Rev. Graham, Lead Minister
Welcome to our fall 2017 newsletter: a new-letter for a new-time! You might have noticed that this
newsletter is unnamed - because it’s new, it needs a new name! Why don’t you suggest a name by
putting it in the suggestion box in the West Narthex.
It is hard to believe that it is already September of 2017. I don’t even know where the time has gone!
This has been an exciting year, but also a difficult one for many. Since July 2016, the former two
congregations of South & West Burnaby United Churches moved in together, chose a new name
(Dec. 2016) and formally amalgamated in January 2017. Mid-January, I was confirmed as the Lead
Minister of Jubilee United Church and on March 5th Rev. Jay Olson left us on her combined holiday
and sabbatical time, ending the time of Intentional Interim Ministry.
Through all of those events, other events were continuing: in December we had our annual
ChristmaSong event, we hosted Lenten Lunches again, and we had the chance to experience our
Marc2 concert with Marc Petrunia and Marc D’Anjou. The Community Lunches and Sandwichmaking have continued, as well as the Thrift Shop, and we enjoyed ourselves at the Canada 150
dinner in June.
The Expanded Transition Team finished, the Official Board and committee structure was dissolved
and the Transitional Council began its work. The Core Ministry Groups have begun doing some of the
work that are in their areas, and we are figuring out what exactly still needs to happen. I know that
this transition has been difficult for people; changing how things have always been done, and doing
them a new way. I thank you for your patience and your grace as we engage these new ways of
doing things. They are new for everyone (myself included!) and the hope is that these new processes
will actually make life easier for everyone. As I wrote in a Minister’s Musings a few months ago, these
changes require us trusting others - something that we spend our whole lives doing!
There have been some changes in our staffing: in May, after 17 years, the Transitional Council and
M&P made the hard decision to end Jim Noble’s employment with the congregation, and for two
months we were helped out with some basic custodial duties by Derek Nicholls, and the work of
volunteers over the summer is greatly appreciated. In the middle of August a new Caretaker, Justin
Harvey, began his work with us. The schedule and the duties of the Caretaker have changed, and we
hope that everyone will help make this transition as smooth as possible!
In August 2016 through to April of 2017 the building at Sussex was used for filming of TV shows,
which afforded us an amazing financial windfall for a short time. The development is continuing, and
there is a longer write-up further along in this newsletter.
I am always looking to expand my knowledge base, and so over the next year I will be participating in
a cohort class at the Seattle School of Theology & Psychology. I trust that this experience will guide
some of the work we do here at Jubilee United Church. I continue to be thankful for the opportunity to
offer myself to the wider church (BC Conference and the General Council) and was happy to be the
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driver for the Right Rev. Jordan Cantwell, 42nd Moderator of The United Church of Canada while
she was doing her official BC visit in March. Though it was not a scheduled ‘visit’ she did attend
church at Jubilee, before I had to rush her off to the next scheduled event.
Through March and April there were more than a dozen deaths experienced in and around the
congregation; some were long-time members of the congregation who were still active, some were
members who had been active and moved away, some were family members, and there were others
who were connected to a variety of members of the congregation in different ways. We miss these
folks, and we pray for those who continue to grieve their deaths, and for those who have suffered
more recent losses over the summer.
And as we know, life and death are a continual cycle - we have also welcomed - and wait to welcome
- babies into our congregation! It’s exciting to have the energy of our young families in worship;
thanks for making space for them!
I trust that you will find within these pages information that is useful, exciting, and will help us
continue to shape our Jubilee Community now and into the future!
~ Rev. Graham

Welcome VST Student Marie Paul
Rev. Graham was approached by Marie Paul
from VST to offer her a place to do her field
placement. The Transitional Council has
agreed to this, and so Marie will join us midSeptember through to the end of April. She
will be with us for Sunday worship, and will be
offering a Bible study at the Mulberry,
beginning Tues. Sept.12 from 2 to 3 pm. All
members of Jubilee United are welcome to
attend.
Marie Paul is a mature student minister at
Vancouver School of Theology and a
professional librarian with Burnaby Public
Library. Marie enjoys and respects the
complexity and richness of multiple stories,
whether indigenous, interfaith, immigrant or
elder. She cares about change in the church
and works to bridge the gap between the
church communities that we’ve experienced in
the past and the Church as Christ’s
community that we envision together and grow
into. This means Marie enjoys singing from
both United Church hymnbooks. Marie looks
forward to hearing your stories as we sing and
pray together.

Marie and her family worship at Eagle Ridge
United Church where her teenagers enjoy the
youth leaders.
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Shaping our Jubilee Community
Since our official amalgamation Jan. 1st, 2017,
we have been operating under a new
organizational structure. The Governance
Manual which outlines this structure is
available on the website, or by request in the
office. This structure came out of the Vision,
Mission & Values that were part of the
amalgamation document Stronger Together.
Let’s have a look at who is doing what, and
which areas still need help.
Transitional Council: Bill Medland & Carla
Wilks (co-chairs), Elizabeth Baird, Lorna
Gross, Debra Legge (Secretary), Karl
Sturmanis, Ken Tunnicliffe, Linda Wray
(treasurer), Rev. Graham Brownmiller
Ministry & Personnel Committee: Andrew
Burge (chair), Sharon Marble, Brian Bourke,
Beau Bierhaus, Barry Morley
Trustees: John Baird, Reine Hitchen, Len
Gross, Don Morse, Rev. Graham Brownmiller
(chair)
Administration Working Group: Jack
McArter, Don Morse, Ken Tunnicliffe, Rev.
Graham Brownmiller
Core Ministry Group: Belonging: Barry
Morley & Kathy Prasad (co-coordinators)
The Core Ministry Group: Belonging is an
umbrella for a wide array of church activities
and groups. Included are United Church
Women, Men’s Group, Family Matters,
Sunday coffee-time, fellowship/social events,
pastoral care and more…...including the FunRaising Committee:
Dave Ellis, Bev
Thacker, Barry Morley, Marlene Rogerson,
Barb Tunnicliffe, Nancy Baird
Core Ministry Group: Worship: Barb
Tunnicliffe & Melissa White (co-coordinators)
The Core Ministry Group: Worship is
responsible for Sunday greeters, offering
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takers, Scripture readers, music, special
services, plus sanctuary space & furnishings.
Choir: Thurs., 7 pm & Sun. 9:45 am
Core Ministry Group: Service: currently no
coordinator
The Core Ministry Group: Service involves
community
service,
relations
with
neighbourhood and user groups, refugees,
emergent needs & appeals and more
Thrift Shop (Thursdays 10 am – 2 pm):
Janet Babey
Community Lunch (Tuesdays 11 am - 1
pm): Blanche Cleve
1st United Sandwiches (2nd Monday and
4th Thursday, 9 am)
Core Ministry Group: Learning: currently no
coordinator
The Core Ministry Group: Learning provides
learning opportunities across generations as
well as topical groups
Sunday School: Debra Legge &
Blanche Cleve
Study Group: Tuesdays 7:30 pm or
Wed. 3:30 pm, beginning Sept. 19th &
20th: Brian Bourke
Bible Study: Tuesdays 1 pm, beginning
Oct. 3rd: Dorothy Jeffery
Mulberry Bible Study: Select Tuesdays
2-3 pm beginning Sept. 12th: Marie Paul
Lenten Lunches (6 Weds. in Lent)

There are lots of opportunities to take a part
in the life of JUC. Some of the areas where
help is needed:
*Social committee
*Transportation
*Coffee-time helpers and coordinator
*Sunday offering scheduling
If you feel that you can help, please contact
Rev. Graham, Kathy (as the Office
Administrator) or the coordinators of the Core
Ministry Groups
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The Sussex Redevelopment – Building
Jubilee United’s New Congregational Home
by Terry Harrison, BC Conference Property Resource
Team Lead

It’s been a long and winding road, but this
summer the Redevelopment Project at Sussex
achieved a huge milestone – the Rezoning
Application was approved by the City of
Burnaby and we are finally in the position to
begin construction.
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the site may well have been demolished and
the church building most recently known as
West Burnaby United Church will be no more.
Now the construction begins... and just like the
Pre-Development & Approvals phase, the
Construction Phase will be a long and arduous
one. There will be several more years of
waiting before the congregation of Jubilee
United can move into the beautiful brand-new
church building on the corner of Sussex and
McKercher.
Townline’s Condo Tower will take longer to
build than the new church building, but they
share a common foundation (i.e., they both sit
on the underground parking space) so the
project won’t be finished until both buildings
are complete, which is expected to happen in
Spring of 2020.

To mark this occasion, several members of
Jubilee United – and its antecedent
congregations, South Burnaby and West
Burnaby United – gathered for a groundbreaking ceremony at 6050 Sussex Avenue
on July 31st. Dave English and Charlotte Au,
the Project Manager and Project Coordinator
from Townline, participated in the event led by
Rev. Graham Brownmiller, along with Terry
Harrison and Doug Goodwin from BC
Conference.
The property is now fenced and secured.
Salvageable materials (wood, windows, etc.)
have been removed from the building and a
hazardous materials abatement has been
completed. By the time you read this update,

While we will continue to monitor the project’s
progress – and share updates with the
congregation
–
the
work
of
the
Redevelopment Committee won’t really gear
up again until the interior of the building is
ready to be built-out. The job of confirming
color palettes, selecting materials and
finishes, choosing window coverings is still
before us. So too is the task of shopping for
new furniture, fixtures and equipment, which
will be done in partnership with BC
Conference who, through the terms of our
space-sharing agreement, will be responsible
for outfitting the 2nd Floor office space (the
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details of that space-sharing agreement are
being reviewed and refined as we speak).

Living the Questions

There have been stops and starts, some ups
and a few downs, but we have reached the
summit of this Redevelopment Project. Still,
as the saying goes, the summit is only half
way. There is still much work to be done to
imagine anew a congregational ministry that
will serve not only those of us here today but
the generations to come.

People know that at its core, Christianity has
something good to offer everyone. At the
same time, many have a sense that they are
alone in being a "thinking" Christian. What is
needed is a safe environment where people
have permission to ask the questions they've
always wanted to ask.

Jubilee Photo Gallery
The Jubilee Photo Gallery is finally on display
in the West Narthex!
If you have not yet seen our Jubilee Family
photos, please take a moment or two to have
a look. We have attempted to take photos of
everyone who is attending JUC, so that we
can all put a name to a face. Thanks to Elfren
Ordanza, Barb Tunnicliffe, Gwen Morse and
Maureen Hole for getting the photos taken,
printed and displayed. Each person has been
asked to sign a consent form to allow their
picture to be posted. A few of the pictures
might still need to be re-taken (to improve
colour or orientation). Please speak to Gwen
or Elfren for a re-take. And – if your picture is
not there at all, please let the church office or
Rev. Graham know. We want you included!

90+ Recognition Luncheon
A special lunch held after church on June 26th
recognized members of our congregation who
are 90 and over as of 2017. Of the 33
nonagenarians in our congregation, 15 were
able to attend.
Each 90+ received a
corsage/boutonniere. Some brought along
pictures of themselves as a baby or young
child for us to identify. The Luncheon was
organized by the Seekers UCW unit, and
special thanks goes to Janet Babey who took
on so much of the organization and details,
making the day a success for all who
attended.

(Lead by Brian Bourke)

Living the Questions is a 3-Theme, 21-item
DVD and web-based small group study
exploring beyond traditional theologies which
may remain in our minds as vestiges of our
former Christian training. Living the Questions
will help seekers discover the significance of
Christianity in the 21st Century and what a
meaningful faith can look like in today's world.
Themes and Items....invitation to Journey
1. An invitation to Journey
2. Taking the Bible Seriously
3. Thinking Theologically
4. Stories of Creation
5. Lives of Jesus
6. A Passion for Christ: Paul
7. Out into the World Challenges Facing
Progressive Christians
Honoring Creation
8. Restoring Relationships
9 The Prophetic Jesus
10 Evil, Suffering &A God of Love
11 The Myth of Redemptive Violence
12 Practicing Resurrection
13 Debunking Rapture
14 Honoring Creation
Call to Covenant
15 A Kingdom without Walls
16 Social Justice: Realizing God’s Vision
17 Incarnation: Divinely Human
18 Prayer: Imtinacy with God
19 Compassion: The Heart of Jesus Ministry
20 Creative Transformation
21 Embracing Mystery

FORMAT
Each session includes 2-20 minute videos and
discussion of each video in sequence, i.e.
items 1 and 2 will form a single 2 hour
session.
Last year this program was
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successfully presented over 10 weeks, with
similar sessions in the evening and afternoon
to accommodate those having different
schedules. This year, sessions will be
presented on Tues. at 7:30 pm starting Sept.
19 and Wed. at 3:30 pm starting Sept. 20.
For more information, contact Brian Bourke
(604-51-5771) or visit
www.livingthequestions.com

Tuesday Bible Study (NEW!)
Beginning Oct. 3rd, from 1-3 pm in the church
hall, following the Community Lunch. This
new group will continue through the fall and
winter, for 15 sessions (interrupted for Advent
and Christmas, Lent and occasional absences
by facilitators) discussing the books of Micah
and Amos as well as a 3-week study of
mythology as it impacts biblical and cultural
stories. Micah and Amos are relatively short
books which are rich in background for social
justice.
Study leaders are Dorothy Jeffery and
Caroline Lowther. Please contact Dorothy or
the church office to indicate your interest in
attending.

Message from the Music
Director, Marcus!
Another September is arriving, and another
year where we as the congregation of Jubilee
United have the opportunity to, in the words of
the Psalmist, “Make a Joyful Noise” and
“worship the Lord with gladness!” I know that
I’m excited to start making music with you in
the coming weeks, and I hope that you’re
excited to experience that music, participate in
the making of that music or … both!!!
First and foremost (and likely most important) I
would like to invite anyone who has ever sang
in their life to come to our weekly choir
rehearsal, starting on Thursday September
14th from 7-8:45pm in the Sanctuary. We will
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be spending time together working on vocal
and choral technique, we will be working on
preparing some of the anthems you know and
love AND some brand new ones, and
preparing for our annual…..
CHRISTMASONG! Join us for this celebration
of all things Christmas, including tasty treats
prepared by our church family where we both
tantalize your eardrums with song and your
taste buds with all those goodies the doctors
tell you not to eat (but it’s Christmas so … eat
away)! Because Christmas is a busy time for
all of us, make sure to mark this important
date in your calendars so you can join with the
choir in celebrating Jesus’ birth: Thursday
December 7th at 7 pm in the Church Hall.

New Caretaker for Jubilee
We welcome our new custodian, Justin
Harvey, who started in his position on Aug.
14th. His schedule will be:
Sunday
8am - 12noon
Monday
7am - 1pm
Tuesday
8am - 2pm
Wednesday
8am - 2pm
Thursday
8:30 - 3pm
Friday & Saturday off
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The Ministry & Personnel committee along
with the Transitional Council decided that
these changed hours would better help
promote the work of the church, and offer
assistance to groups when needed. They will
be re-evaluated on a regular basis.
During his first few weeks, Justin will spend
some time getting to know our site and getting
to know those who drop in during the times he
is here. We are excited about this new
relationship, and we hope that you will
welcome Justin warmly.
And – not to be forgotten: Thank you to Derek
Nicholls who worked for us part-time from May
to July. And a special thank you to the
volunteers who have filled in the gaps over the
summer, looking after garbage and recycling,
washing floors and cleaning where needed.

Welcoming the Mohammed family
from Syria
Jubilee United Church has played a huge role
in the lives of newcomers Loukman, Nisreen
and Ahmad Mohammad, a delightful young
Kurdish Muslim family who arrived in Canada
on June 1st.
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and this is where the Jubilee United Church
comes in. The United Church of Canada is
one of a handful of ‘Sponsorship Agreement
Holders’, already passed by the Government
to bring in refugees. The Milne family were
put in touch with West Burnaby UC (before
amalgamation) who readily and happily
agreed that the Church would co-sponsor a
family.
The last piece of the puzzle was put in place
by Iris Challoner of Mosaic Refugee
resettlement program, who introduced Adnan
to the Milne Family and Rev. Graham, and it
was agreed that the Sponsorship group of the
Church and the Milne family would sponsor
Loukman, and his young wife and son.
Loukman and Nisreen have received many
household items from Jubilee Church Thrift
shop. They are very houseproud and have
made a cosy new home in an old onebedroom apartment in the Metrotown area.
Linda Wray, Jubilee’s Treasurer, helps to
administer the sponsorship funds provided by
the Milne family.

Their journey started about 5 years ago when
the Syrian war devastated their home town
and life. They fled to the refugee camp in
Erbil where Nisreen became pregnant and
young Ahmad was born.
Loukman’s brother, Adnan, has been living in
Canada for over 10 years and he was
desperate to help his brother and family come
to Canada, but without a sponsor, all seemed
hopeless.
Enter Rob and Diane Milne….Rob is a
successful businessman who gives back in
many ways. Their friend, Sarah, was wanting
to volunteer with the refugee program so Rob
suggested he could put up the funds to
sponsor a family and Sarah could help with
resettlement – perfect! But there is much red
tape involved in bringing a family to Canada

Loukman and Nisreen are already registered
in an ESL program and their English is

Jubilee UC News

September 2017

improving every day! They are wanting to be
as independent as possible and have learned
their way around the city by bus and Skytrain.
Every week when Sarah visits, she is amazed
at how much they have achieved and how
eager they are to make a successful new life
here in Canada. They are always extremely
grateful to everyone who has made their new
start possible.
Loukman fought cancer many years ago.
Sadly, he is now battling the disease again,
but with the same courage and fortitude that
they have shown in their fight to make new
lives for themselves here in Canada, he will
hopefully overcome the cancer again.
Update on the Malla Haiji family, sponsored
by the Umbrella Group and South Burnaby
United in 2015/16: Ken Tunnicliffe reports that
the move to a new home took place on July 9.
The move was a result of their first apartment
being sold by its owner. With a lot of digging
by Jodie of the Umbrella Group, a brand new
refurbished two bedroom suite on the main
floor of a house near 8th and 8th in New
Westminster was found, not far from their first
place. A group of volunteer movers including
Holly Nathan, Karl Sturmanis and Ken
Tunnicliffe from JUC together with members of
the Umbrella Group, Haji family and friends
gathered to pitch in on the move. The new
place is slightly smaller than the original
apartment requiring some creative furniture
adjustments, but all went well and the move
was completed in about 4 hours. There are
still some funds remaining in a “trust” account
managed jointly by JUC and the Umbrellas for
the family’s future expense needs.

Celebrating Spirit – UCW National
Conference, July 10-14
The 55th anniversary of the UCW was
celebrated with a national conference at UBC
in July. Over 320 women from across Canada
and Bermuda sang, worshipped and shared
together, exploring what it is to be present with
the Spirit of God. Ann Mortifee, known for her
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singing, musical theatre, storytelling and art,
inspired by spiritual values, was the inspiring
keynote speaker. Linnea Good, singer,
songwriter, and worship facilitator, provided
lively musical leadership.
JUC was well represented during the week:
Barb Tunnicliffe was a member of the
conference Organizing Committee and Chair
of Worship. She spent many months, weeks
and hours preparing and coordinating the daily
conference worship sessions.

Glo McArter presented one of the enrichment
workshops, “Transition Through Age”, as well
as participating with Worship.
Bev Thacker was busy throughout the week,
operating the Book Room sales.
Rev. Graham spent the week assisting in the
running of the audio-visual controls.
Donna Dawson, Gwen Morse, Reta Staley
were recruited to act scenes from scripture as
part of the daily Worship.
Mira and Zoe Kitching worked with Linnea
Good and Barb Tunnicliffe to present the
worship on the Thursday. They were also
able to attend a workshop with Linnea Good –
beginning to play the ukulele, along with Barb,
Gwen and Reta!
A delegation from Tanzania gave us a report
on the Morogoro Women’s Training Centre,
where women are trained as local birthing
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assistants – this work has been supported
through contributions from all the UCW
women of Canada, raising over $260,000.
We heard greetings from First Nations, the
United Church of Christ (USA), and the
Presbyterian Church of the Republic of Korea.
UCW from several provinces told us about
their work to eliminate child poverty in
Canada.
At the closing banquet, where we heard from
the Moderator the Right Rev. Jordan Cantwell,
a special guest familiar to South Burnaby was
recognized: Becky Irwin, age 102, who had
been the 1st Vice-President of the UCW at its
formation in 1962. Her husband, Rev. Hugh
Irwin was the minister at SBUC 1957-1966.

Spirit of Adventure
Rendezvous (SOAR)
is an event sponsored by Girl Guides of
Canada BC Council. This camp takes place
every 3 years in different areas of the province
and this year was the 8th SOAR. It was held in
Smithers, BC and had just over 2300 campers
in attendance. Campers came from across
BC, Canada, Japan, the UK and Scotland,
New Zealand, Peru, Australia and GSUSAWashington State.
There were 238 Patrols – each patrol is made
up of 8 girls and 2 Guiders. There were 385
volunteer core staff that were integral in
providing support in the area of program,
health services, food services, security,
transportation, site services, administration
and subcamp supervision. The camp was
divided up into 5 subcamps and named after
the mountain ranges surrounding the valley
the camp was located in.
Campers
participated in a variety of programs such as
crafts, service, active recreation, STEM
(Science Technology, Engineering and Math)
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and aquatics. We had an opportunity to visit
the town of Smithers and participate in an out
trip to the nearby town of Houston.
Angela Wilks and Debra Legge were fortunate
to attend SOAR this year. Angela attended
with a Pathfinder patrol and was camping on
the Caribou Mountain subcamp.
Debra
attended as a Guide patrol Guider and was
camping on Babine Ridge subcamp.
Highlights for Debra was reconnecting with
friends and making new ones. There was
wonderful trading of special crests made just
for this camp and she also got an opportunity
to visit the Wet’suwet’en village of Moricetown
to learn about the band’s way of life and
salmon fishing.
Highlights for Angela included experiencing
her first international camp and meeting
several girls from different places around the
world. Programs gave her the opportunity to
learn new skills and try new activities including
martial arts, drawing the northern lights, and
building rafts. Trading crests was a big part of
SOAR and she enjoyed trading with girls from
different provinces and countries. She would
like to thank everyone who helped her get to
this amazing camp by contributing their empty
bottles and cans. She will continue collecting
bottles and cans to raise money for her
upcoming band trip to Quebec.
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Upcoming Events:
Mark your calendars now!
Welcome Back: Sunday Sept. 10
Bible Study @ Mulberry, 7230 Acorn Ave; (Marie
Paul, VST student) Tues. Sept. 12, 2-3 pm
Sunday School will begin Sunday Sept. 17.
Living the Question study group: (Brian Bourke):
Tuesdays 7:30 pm & Wednesdays 3:30 pm,
beginning Sept. 19 & 20 in the Memorial Room
Family Matters gathering, Fri. Sept 22, 5-7 pm,
Jubilee Hall
Tuesday Bible Study: (Dorothy Jeffery, Caroline
Lowther), 1-3 pm, beginning Oct. 3 in the Jubilee
Hall
Thanksgiving dinner after church: Sun. Oct. 8
Black and Bling dinner: Sat. Oct. 14, Jubilee
Hall. Doors open at 6:00PM with cocktails and
appies. Dinner at 6:45PM with entertainment from
7:30-9:30PM: the Flanagans, a trio whose musical
repertoire includes folk songs, Maritime Celtic and
popular classics.
Cost: $25/person or $200 for a table of 9 people.
Tickets are available from the Church Office (604
434 8323), or from Bev (604 435 0704).
Worship Core Ministry Group: Tues. Oct. 17,
7-9:30 pm
Belonging Core Ministry Group: Sat. Oct. 28
9:30 am -noon
Family Hallowe’en Party: Sat. Oct. 28, Jubilee
Hall
Pancake breakfast: Sat. Nov. 4 in the Jubilee
Hall from 8:00AM to 12:00PM. $7.00/adult,
$3.00/child 6 to 12, no charge for under 6.
Scouting/Guiding members in uniform
accompanied by an adult diner may eat for free.
People/families willing to help out with this event
are asked to contact Dave Ellis (604 327 7734).
Women’s Get-Together: Tues. Nov. 21 (details
to come)
ChristmaSong: join the choir for an evening of
goodies & songs, Thurs. Dec. 7, 7 pm, Jubilee Hall
Breakfast with Santa: Sunday, Dec 10
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